Israel settlers seize laadfejirotest over attack 

ELON MOREH (AFP) — Around 3) Jewish settlers 
on Thursday occupied a parcel land near their West 
Bank se tt l ement of Eton Moieh after one of their cars 
was raked with machine gun fire. The settlers are 
threatening to put up a makeshift settlement on the 
land unless they are given greater protection by the 
Israeli army, witnesses said Unknown attackers 
opened fire in the early hours of Friday on the car of 
the settlement's rabbi, mi Jitary sources said. They said 
the cur was hit, but that nobody was hurt Two Israeli 
border guards were wounded near Nablus on Wednes- 
day when a roadside bomb exploded as they escorted 
a bus transporting Jewish students. 
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New opium poppy fields in Turkey 

ANKARA (AFP) — Opium poppy farmers in Turkey 
have been given the go-ahead to plant new fields by 
government regulations published on Friday. The 
crop, used to make medical morphine, can now be 
cultivated in three extra provinces in the country. 
Officials say there are now 30,000 hectares of strict- 
ly-controlled poppy fields. The new regulations mean 
that production could extend to between 70.000 to 
80,000 hectares, a level last seen in the early 1970s. 
At the moment between 1 5 and 20 tonnes of morphine 
base is produced each year from the crop. 95 per cent 
of which is exported. In 1971 . the crop was banned by 
the Turkish government which bowed to pressure 
from ihe United States. Limited legal production start- 
ed again in 1974. 
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Fifteen Palestinians shot in 

lest he changes policy — King 

Hebron as clashes escalate 


King 


HEBRON (R) — Israeli 
soldiers shot and wotmded 
at least 15 Palestinians, two 
seriously, on Friday as bul- 
lets and petrol bombs flew 
in the West Bank flashpoint 
of Hebron, witnesses said. 

They said masked Pales- 
tinians flung scores of 
petrol boxuhs ar Israeli sol- 
diers who fired rubber- 
coated metal bullets from 
rooftops and from behind 
barricades along Shallaleh 
Street, which divides 
Hebron into Israeli and 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA)-con~ 
trolled sections. 

Medics at a Palestinian 
field clinic set up behind 
the line of clashes said they - 
evacuated at least 15 people 
who were knocked down 
by die rubber-coated metal 
bullets. They said two 
teenagers were in serious 
condition after being shot 
in the head. 

Israeli military sources 
said in a statement troops 
used u crowd-contrt)J meth- 
ods” against Palestinians 
hurling stones, Molotov 
cocktails and one home- 
made bomb. The statement 
said there were no casual- 
ties on the Israeli side. 

Hebron has been a scene 
of almost daily unrest sines 
a right-wing Jewish woman 
plastered storefronts with 
anti-Muslim posters depict- 
ing the Muslim Prophet 
Mohammad as a pig two 
weeks ago. Israel-PNA 
peace talks have been 
frozen for four months. 

Religious feelings were 
further inflamed when 
Palestinians found AI Yaa- 
coubia School was ran- 
sacked and four copies of 
the Koran tom up. Pales- 
tinians charged Israeli sol- 


diers desecrated the holy 
books but the Israeli army 
denied the charge. 

The clashes began when 
five masked youths burned 
two Israeli flags while oth- 
ers attacked a group of sol- 
dins holed up inside the 
school. 

Some of the demonstra- 
tors used slingshots. Wit- 
nesses said more than 130 
petrol bombs were thrown 
at soldiers, setting the 
stone-strewn road between 
the embattled groups on 
fire. They said two explo- 
sions were heard, apparent- 
ly from homemade bombs. 


Israel handed over most 
of Hebron, home to more 
than 100,000 Palestinians, 
to the PNA in January 
under a self-rule deal but 
kept troops behind to guard 
some 400 Jewish settlers 
living in the heart of the old 
city. 

Israeli troops have ringed 
the city with checkpoints, 
turning back Palestinians 
from nearby villages. The 
siege, described by Israel as 
necessary for security, has 
hurt the economy of the 
town which depends on 
trade with Palestinians out- 
side Hebron. 


Tfen Palestinians injured in clashes in Bethlehem 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — Ten Pateumians were injured here Friday in dash- 
es with Israeli sokfiers who fired ptasac buffets after bring attacked by parol 
bombs, witnesses said. One praeser. 22-year-okJ Duoud Khatib, was seri- 
ously wounded after being struck by live ammunition, and later had a leg 
amputated, die sources said. The violence erupted when mound 100 Palestin- 
ian deroonstrsors converged an Rachel's Tomb, a holy she venerated by badi 
Muslims and Jews which is guarded by the Lsraeli army. 

Arab League calls for 
concrete U.S. action 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League called Thursday for 



Israeli soldiers jump as a petrol bomb explodes near them during clashes in the 
West Bank city of Hebron Friday. Clashes between Palestinian and Israeli sol- 
diers continue as 11 Palestinians and 2 Israeli soldiers were reported injured 
(AFP photo) 


the United Slates to trans- 
late its announcement of 
new moves to relaunch the 
Middle East peace process 
into concrete actions. ' 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton hinted Wednesday in 
Madrid at “new speafic 
actions" to jmnpstart the 
deadlocked process but said 
discretion was important to 
ensure the success of his 
endeavour 

‘?t is obvious that we’re 
going to have to see some 
ftew specific actions taken 
m aruer to get this thing 
going again,” Mr Clinton 
said. “I think it can be done, 
-ft is a question of wiD and 
risk;' calculated risk.” he 
adtfed. _ 

“Assistant League Secre- 
tary General Mohammad 
Zakareya Ismail told 
reporters: “This isn’t the 
first time that the United 
States has made such an 
announcemenL” 

He called -fir die US. 
administration to “take con- 
crete measmes on the 
ground.” 

“Speaking wily of ideas 
on restarting . the peace 
process gives lane) time to 
make Jerusalem Jewish,” he 
warned. - • 


Stranded Iraqi athletes threaten a 
border sit-in over Pan- Arab Games 


MASNAA I AFP) — Iraqi athletes 
stranded at the Lebanese border said 
Friday they would stage a sit-in to 
protest Lebanon’s refusal to let them 
take part in the Sth Pan-Arab Games 
in Beirut. 

“if Lebanon doesn't give us entry 
visas and allow us our right to par- 
ticipate in the games, then we will 
stage a sit-in on the bonder,” said 
Asil Tabra, head of the 95-strong 
Iraqi delegation. 

The athletes arrived Friday morn- 
ing at Masnaa on the Syrian- 
Lebanese border after a gruelling 
24-hour journey across the desert 
from Baghdad to Damascus — 
despite being warned they would not 
be allowed into Lebanon. 

Ms. Tabra said the Iraqis “regret- 
ted" the position of the Lebanese 
authorities, not least because they 
had received an official invitation to 
the games from the Arab League. 

“We are waiting for die authorities 
to tell us officially that they refuse to 
give us a visa because we won’t take 
a verbal refusal,” Ms. Tabra said. 

It could be a long watt. Security 
officials say they have no intention 
of putting their refusal in writing. 
The Iraqi athletes rolled up at die 
border in five coaches plastered with 
giant colour posters of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

As they got out brandishing the 
Iraqi flag aid shouting slogans in 
praise of their president, Lebanese 
border guards herded them into a 
hangar and stopped journalists and 
cameramen from approaching them. 

The Iraqis said they were happy to 
be in Lebanon but disappointed at 
Lebanese in-hospitality. A group of 
them was allowed into Lebanon 
briefly though to eat at a border 
restaurant 

A Lebanese official said the 


authorities decided not to let the 
Iraqis take part in the Pan-Arab 
Gomes for fear of upsetting Gulf 
Arab states. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, which 
have been pouring funds into 
Lebanon to help it rebuild after its 
1975-1990 civil war, have threat- 
ened to boycott the games opening 
Saturday if Iraq participates. 

Riyadh contributed $20 million 
and Kuwait $6 million to the recon- 
struction of the Beirut Sports City 
where the games are taking place. 

The Iraqi National Olympic Com- 
mittee, chaired by Saddam’s eldest 
son Uday, has accused Lebanon of 
bowing to Gulf dollars in boning 
Iraq from the games. Beirut cut 
diplomatic relations with Iraq in 
1994 after an Iraqi opposition figure 
was assassinated in die Lebanese 
capitaL 

But in January it released from jail 
three Iraqi diplomats implicated in 
-the attack in a sign of a thawing of 
relations. 

Since then, at Syria’s instigation, 
Lebanon has begun to reactivate 
trade and diplomatic links with Iraq. 
In April a Lebanese trade delegation 
visited Baghdad for the first time 
since the break in ties. The new row 
over the games could threaten the 
fledgling trade ties between the two 
countries, which are important to 
Lebanon in that Iraq once was the 
destination of 20 per cent of its 
exports. 

Iraq was banned from the last Pan- 
Arab Games in Syria in 1992 
because of die invasion of Kuwait 
two years earlier, but its athletes 
travelled to Jordan anyway to 
demonstrate at the Syrian border. 

The Pan-Arab Games were 
launched in Alexandria, Egypt, in 
1953 and are generally held at four- 


year intervals. which killed 175 people, mostly 

They had been planned for 1996 in civilians. The last time Lebanon 

Beirut, but were delayed because of hosted the Pan-Arab Games was in 
Israel’s offensive against Lebanon 1957. 
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Iraqi athlete, Maysa Hussein, 18, is wraped into her country's flag 
to protect herself from the sun, Friday in Masnaa at the Syrian- 
Lebanese border, where 95 Iraqi athletes are stranded after 
Lebanon refused to let them take part in the 8th Pan-Arab Games 
in Beirut July 12-27 (AFP photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
expressed his disappoint- 
ment with the perfor- 
mance of the Israeli gov- 
ernment and leadership vis 
-a-vis the Middle East 
peace process, but he 
expressed hope that the 
future will witness 
improvement and will 
cany hope to the people of 
the region. 

In an interview with the 
British Broadcasting Tele- 
vision. the King said that 
the Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
would disappoint himself 
and the Israeli people as 
well as all peoples who 
believe in peace if he pur- 
sued the present policies. 

King Hussein. who 
returned to Amman Thurs- 
day following a tour of 
European countries where 
he discussed the Middle 
East crisis among other 
issues, said that the parties 
to the Middle East peace 
process should be commit- 
ted to the pledges they had 
undertaken so that peace 
can be achieved. 

Noting that he would 
continue to deal with the 
Israeli prime minister as 
long as he is in power, the 
King pointed out thaL he 
had offered Mr. Netanyahu 
all possible backing 
towards pursuing peace 
negotiations. 

But the King noted that 
Israel is at present rife with 
internal political struggle. 


Expressing deep concern 
over the stalled peace 
process, the King said that 
all concerned parties 
should work intensively to 
salvage the peace process 
and help the people of this 
region who had suffered 
for long, to reap the fruits 
of peace. 

Stressing the importance 
of peace for the Israelis. 
Palestinians, Jordanians. 
Syrians and Lebanese, the 
King said that everything 
possible should be done to 
ensure the success of 
peace, adding that despite 
Egyptian and U.S. media- 
tion efforts he has not yet 
witnessed tangible 

progress, warning that time 
was passing rapidly by and 
expressing concern that the 
loss of hope would result 
in explosions. 

King Hussein expressed 
the view thai contacts 
among the parties have nor 
stopped but he warned that 
feelings of frustration such 
as those which manifest- 
ed themselves in the 
Hebron violent events 
could ruin all hopes and 
return the region to square 
one. 

He said that hatred was 
growing among the des- 
perate people, and in the 
absence of security and 
stability, there can be no 
chance for peace. 

Referring to the Jordan- 
ian people’s stand towards 
peace, he said die peoples 
of the whole region have a 


feeling that matters are not 
moving in the right direc- 
tion. He said that he had 
struggled to see peace pre- 
vailing between the Israeli 
and Jordanian people 
because feelings of appre- 
hension and concerns on 
both sides are similar. 

Stressing the need for the 
peace process to progress 
along all tracks, the King 
said that he believes peo- 
ple are losing patience 
with politicians and lead- 
ers who are not offering 
them anything, because 
people are fed up with 
wars and bloodshed. 

King Hussein reiterated 
that he is totally committed 
to the cause of peace 
despite the fact that peace 
is facing tremendous chal- 
lenges, but he denied that 
he has other plans for the 
West Bank noting that the 
territory is now in the 
hands of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation. 
However, he added, Jor- 
dan will continue to offer 
the Palestinian people all 
the help it can. 

Asked about his health 
condition, the King said 
he enjoys perfect health 
noting that the recent tests 
have revealed no trace of 
cancer. 

King Hussein said that 
his main concern is to 
serve his people and fulfil 
the objective of compre- 
hensive peace for the ben- 
efit of future generations. 
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UNITED NATIONS <R) — 
The U.N. Security Council 
retained sanctions against 
Libya on Thursday after 
African envoys argued for a 
compromise on the location 
of a possible trial of sus- 
pects in the 1988 Lockerbie 
bombing. 

Libya's U.N. Ambassador 
Abuzid Omar Doniah. 
blaming the council’s stand 
on the United States and 
Britain, told reporters, “we 
can from now on behave as 
if these sanctions were not 
there.” 

But when asked to 
explain, he said that Libya 
“would study this carefully 
with our brothers” in 
Africa. 

The council appears at an 
impasse in forcing Libya to 
extradite to Britain or the 
United States two alleged 
intelligence agents indicted 
in both countries on 
charges of planting a bomb 
aboard Pan Am Flight 103. 
The plane exploded over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 
December 1988, killing 
270 people, including 1 1 on 
the ground. 

African and Arab nations 


have said the two suspects 
should be tried in a neutral 
site rather than Britain or 
the United States, as 
demanded in a 1992 coun- 
cil resolution. Diplomats 
say this encourages Tripoli 
to defy sanctions. 

On the other hand, efforts 
to strengthen the sanctions, 
such as instituting an oil 
embargo like the one the 
council imposed on Iraq, 
would not draw the requi- 
site votes. 

The council’s decision 
was announced by its presi- 
dent, Peter Osvald of Swe- 
den. after a stormy two- 
hour closed-door debate in 
a periodic 120-day review 
of the sanctions. 

These included an air and 
arms embargo, the down- 
grading of diplomatic rela- 
tions, a freeze on some 
Libyan assets abroad, and a 
ban on some equipment 
used in oil terminals and 
refineries. But they did not 
affect oil exports or drilling 
equipment 

Egyptian Ambassador 
Nabil Elaraby said many 
council members supported 
Egypt, Kenya and Guinea- 


Bissau’s effort to find alter- 
native venues for the trial 
and to have the United 
Nations study the impact of 
the sanctions on Libya and 
its neighbours. 

‘Today was not a routine 
review,” he said. ‘'Without 
a trial, no one can say who 
committed this heinous 
crime. The innocent people 
of Libya, the innocent peo- 
ple of neighbouring coun- 
tries are suffering, and the 
Security Council, in my 
view, has not discharged its 
responsibility in this affair." 

Tbe Arab League and the 
Organisation of African 
Unity have proposed the 
two Libyan suspects be 
tried by Scottish judges 
under Scottish law at the 
World Court in the Hague 
or by a special criminal tri- 
bunal to be established 
there or in a neutral country 
determined by the council. 

But the United States. 
France and Britain accused 
the groups of attempting ro 
“misrepresent” ihe contro- 
versy as u dispute between 
Libya and their countries 
only. 


Majali to visit 3 more Arab countries 


MUTAH (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali on Friday said that 
he will soon visit Saudi 
Arabia, Yemen and Moroc- 
co to discuss means of pro- 
moting bilateral relations. 

Speaking at a meeting of 
the board of directors of 
the Karuk Restoration 
Foundation, Dr. Majali 
said that he discussed in 
his last trips to Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Egypt and Tunisia 
bilateral ties as well as 
joint investment projects. 

Dr. Majali commended 
the Egyptian role in acti- 
vating a common Arab 
market, saying that Jordan 
supports such an initiative. 


Dr. Majali said that the 
government is now work- 
ing on preparing suitable 
legislation in order to exer- 
cise decentralisation, 
pointing out to the efforts 
exerted in this regard. 

Earlier. Dr. Majali told 
Sawt Al Arab Radio that 
Israel adopts a tactical 
position towards the peace 
process, noting that the 
Israeli government cannot 


wjrhstand such intransi- 
gent altitude for a long 
time. 

“The Israeli intransi- 
gence will come lo an end 
since peace is a basic need 
for the whole Middle East 
region and people as well 
as an Arab and 
international strategic 
choice which no party can 
evade." said Dr. Majali. 
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DIED WHILE RUNNING AFTER A BETTER LIFE; Turkish coast guard personnel and fishermen help cany a 
stretcher on which a body of a drowned northern Iraqi woman lies, one of 40 Iraqi immigrants who were travelling 
illegally from Turkey to Greece when their flimsy boat sank in the Aegean Sea Thursday. Fourteen bodies have been 
recovered from the sea as the Turkish navy and rescue teams continued to search for more (Reuters photo) 


Palestinians, Israelis pledge 
support for peace process 


ATHENS (AFP) — Israeli 
and Palestinian officials on 
Friday pledged support for 
the peace process but failed 
to bridge gaps on Israeli 
security concerns and 
Palestinian demands for a 
freeze on settlements. 

An Israeli delegate wel- 
comed tbe three-day meet- 
ing ending near here Friday 
as a step forward in itself 
because the Israeli side 
included members of the 
right-wing governing coali- 
tion. 

“A year ago such a meet- 
ing would not have been 
possible between the Israeli 
right, opposed to the Oslo 


accords, and Palestinians. 
Today they are here and 
supporting the peace 
process," said the delegate, 
who asked not to be named 

Although delegates from 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's Likud Part}’ 
were absent, members of 
the Shas Ultra-Orthodox 
and Israel B’aliya parties 
were present along with 
representatives frc>m the 
Gesher (centre). Labour 
and Communist parties. 

During a press conference 
in Vouliagmeni, near 
Athens, Maxim Levy, a 
Gesher Party deputy and 
brother of Foreign Minister ' 


David Levy, said Israel “is 
in favour of the peace 
process. But we want peace 
to be accompanied by secu- 
rity." 

Meanwhile. Anis Qaq, 
assistant -deputy minister 
for coordination and inter- 
national cooperation in the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). said the 
two sides could not agree a 
joint statement. 

The Palestinians asked 
“for an Israeli commitment 
on the question of settle- 
ments. which the Israeli 
Relegation rejected" Mr. 
Qaq said. 


Kuwait rapprochement 
moves attacked by MPs 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
parliamentarians have criti- 
cised the government for 
moving to improve ties with 
Arab states which appeared 
to back Iraq during the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis, a 
Kuwait newspaper reported 
on Friday. 

“The government should 
have taken its time until par- 
liament ends debates on the 
matter." leading MP Nasser 
Sanea was quoted by AI Rai 
Aam newspaper as saying. 

In recent days Kuwait has 
taken measures which 
appeared to be the start of a 
slow process to improve ties 
with Jordan. Sudan and 
Yemen. 

Parliament last month held 
secret sessions to discuss the 


government's plan to nor- 
malise ties with some Arab 
states which were soured by 
the Gulf crisis. Kuwait had 
downgraded ties and cut 
generous financial aid to 
several states which it 
accused of sympathising 
with Iraq during its 1990-91 
occupation of Kuwait. 

Another MP. Badr Gea'an. 
told the daily the govern- 
ment’s recent moves were a 
"surprise" and criticised 
their speed. 

Jordan and Kuwait this 
week resumed direct air 
links for the first time since 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
the tiny Gulf .Arab state 
while a Sudanese minister 
made the first visit to 
Kuwait since the crisis. 


Yemen's President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh met in 
Sanaa this week with a team 
of Kuwaiti intellectuals, 
including two former minis- 
ters. 

Yemen, a United Nations 
Security Council member at 
the time, and Cuba were the 
only two of the 15-nation 
Security Council to vote 
against a resolution which 
sanctioned the 1991 Gulf 
war against Iraq. 

Days after the Traqi inva- 
sion. Jordan. Sudan and 
Mauritania expressed reser- 
vations on an Arab League 
summit resolution which 
sanctioned the deployment 
of Arab troops in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 


Israel fears 
a return of 
the suicide 
bombers 
— report 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
security officials fear Islamist 
militan t Palestinian groups 
may be planning a new round 
of snacks in case the stale- 
mate in the peace process is 
ended, {Hess reports said Fri- 
day. 

A security source told the 
Yediot Aharonot daily die 
groups have been quiet far tbe 
past year because the peace 
process has been at death’s 
door since the right-wing 
Israeli government took 
power 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
who are both fiercely 
apposed to the Oslo peace 
accords, launched a series of 
suicide bombings in 1994 and 
1996 which helped push 
Israelis towards voting for the 
hardline platform of Likud 
leader Benyamin Netanyahu. 

In particular the groups 
launched four attacks in Feb- 
ruary and March last year, just 
two months before general 
elections, thffl left 58 people 
dead. 

Israeli officials say support- 
ers of ths two organisations 
have been lying low* in recent 
months, and have not taken 
part m violent anti-Isaeli 
protests and attacks in die 
West Bonk and Gaza Strip. 

Tbe sources loJd the paper 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh movement was 
largely responsible for the 
upsurge of violence against 
the four- month stalemate in 
the peace process. 



Yilmaz 


to 


ANKARA (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz is to 
bring down the final curtain 
on Turkey's pro-Islamist 
government Saturday with a 
parliamentary confidence 
vote he is expected to win 
with ease. 

As the Thrtosh military was 
bidding at the constitutional 
court to shut-down the pro- 
Lslanrist Welfare Party of ex- 
premier Necmettin Erbakan, 
Mr. Yilmaz was mustering 
his secular support for the 
rubber-stamp vote. 

His secular coalition gov- 
ernment can count on 281 
votes in the 548-seat parlia- 
ment, observers say. 

Mr. Yilmaz’ staunchly sec- 
ular cabinet, approved June 
30 by President Suleyman 
Demirel, brings together 
members of his own Conser- 
vative Motherland Party 
(ANAP) and those of the 
Party of the Democratic Left 
(DSP) and the Party for a 
Democratic Ttiitey (DTP). 

hi Saturday's vote he will 
also get die backing of die 
49-strong Social-Democratic 
People's Republican Party 
(CHP) and some 15 indepen- 
dent deputies, observers say. 

That Mr. Yilmaz was able 
to put together a coalition at 
all marks a triumph for 
Turkey’s generals, who 
accused die Welfare Party of 



power m 



threatening tbe country's sec- 
ular traditions. 

Their four-month cam- 
paign to secure die June res- 
ignation had prompted wide- 
spread fears of a coop. 

Tbe trickle of deputies quit- 
ting the right-wing True Path 
Pfflty, protesting its leader 
Tansu Oiler’s alliance with 
die Islamists, became a flood 
as the military camp aign 
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On Wednesday, even Ms. 
Oner’s dose aide Hasan 
Peker defected to the Yilmaz 
camp and earlier Friday 
Demir Berberogju become 
the 39th deputy to resign 
from True Path since the 
December 1995 general elec- 
tions. 

On Thursday, the Turkish 
military acted to crush tbe 
pro-Islamist Welfare Party, 
submitting evidence to die 
constitutional court contain- 
ing information “ linking 
Welfare with outlawed 
Islamist fundamentalist 
activities.” 

Mr. Yilmaz and his two 
deputy premiers, DSP leader 
Bulent Ecevit and DTP 
member Ismet Sezgin, have 
mapped out an ambitious 
programme aimed mainly at 
strengthening Turkey's secu- 
lar democratic founda- 
tions and cleaning up the 
state apparatus. 
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Iran shocked by kidnap, 
slayings of 11 women 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is 
reeling from a grisly series 
of murders of women in the 
Tehran area by a killer cab- 
driver who had illegally 
entered the country from 
Afghanistan. 

Dubbed The Urban 
Vampire” by the press, 
Abdullah Abdul Rahman 
allegedly kidnapped, raped 
and murdered at least 11 
women and then burned 
their bodies to destroy the 
evidence, officials said. 

The 28-year-old “woman 
hunter,” who confessed to 
selecting a passenger a 
week as a victim, is expect- 
ed to be convicted and exe- 
cuted shortly, officials said. 

The killing spree around 
the Iranian capital has 
relaunched a public debate 
on police efficiency and the 
growth of crime in urban 
areas — especially among 


Afghan refugees living in 
Iran. 

In order to capture the 
serial killer, die polios kept 
a large number of taxi dri- 
vers in the capital's hot 
spots under surveillance. 

Abdul Rahman originally 
came here as-a refugee and 
was arrested in 1993 for 
raping a" young girl. He 
escaped from police while 
on the way to court the 
Tehran police commander. 
General Yousef-Reza Abol- 
fathi, said. 

Abdul Rahman fled to 
Afghanistan but then ille- 
gally reentered Iran. 

His alleged crimes are the 
number one topic of con- 
versation in the country and 
the media in particular has 
been critical of police “lax- 
ity” and “inefficiency ” 

Iran News wrote Thurs- 
day that the parliament 


must come down hard on 
the interior minis try, which 
directs die police,' to ensure 
its slackness is not repeat- 
ed. 

The government daily 
Iran said “hundreds of peo- 
ple are. caning ns .every day 
to express their indigna- 
tion.” 

Abdul Rahman ’s arrest 
has also cast a fnrther shad- 
ow over the Afghan com- 
munity here. 

Iran is home to - two mil- 
lion refugees, the highest 
number in the world, 
including Afghans, 

Bangladeshis and Iraqis, 
the interior ministry says. 

The more than a million 
Afghan refugees in the 
country are already regular- 
ly accused of committing 
most of the crimes that are 
perpetrated in Iran . 


Turkish musician released from jail 


ISTANBUL (R) — A leading 
Turkish musician and human 
rights activist accused of aiding 
Kun£sh rebels said on Fdday be 
had been released from prison 
pending the rominuation of his 
trial. 

Sara Yucdaopan was charged 

with “ tridiing an aipgpjt organisa- 
tion" after being arrested at the 
end of April in possession of two 
fake passports prepared for repen- 


tant Kurdish guoriUas who bier 
worked for the security farces. 

Mr Yurdainpan, who faces up 
to seven years in jail, said he 
wanted the pair to help him 
uncover a security scandal over 
official Erics to crime gangs. 

“I want to bring gangs wiihm 
the sate to fight. 1 wifl keep wak- 
ing far it even if ttea means more 
arrests,” he told a news confer- 
ence in a run down area of Istan- 


bul 

tell the fanner FKK (Kur- 
dish Labcur Ruty) members to 
speak out the fads and help ns 
dean up Turkey,” he said. 

Mr. Yanbtnpan, a renowned 
popular naffiKccmposetsaid the 
two cx-rebds had received death 

th maB alWih^ iiwHH iill ^iiiwK 

in tbe media that officals used . 
fanner PKK members in politi- 
cal kflfin££- 



daily out 

BEIRUT (AF) — The Beirut 
Times, an En glish language 
daily focusing qq business 
reporting, appeared on news- 
stands Friday, joining 13 other 
papers m Lebanon’s crowded 
priut media market. 

Publisher Antoine Kehdy 
said bis newspaper would intro- 
duce a “unique concept in 
Lebanon and in the region” by 
provide specialised infanna- 
tioo to its readers. 

. “We want to tell bankers 
about other h ankers, manggrrs 
about otter managers, investors 
about products, merchants 
about trade Mid the media about 
(themselves),” he told a news 
confiacnce Thursday. 

Me Keb^ said Lebanon and 
die MkkOeEaffl needed a “credr 
ibfe, English language business 
publication."" He aririwi that tbe 
need would increase ^as region- 
al markets expand and develop 
and as foe hope for peace brings 
prosperity to the region.” 

The Bejmt Times joins the 
T-.ugtfath language rfarijy StBTHHd 
the French language L’Oriera 
Le-Joor as Barm's only fbr- 
dgnTanguage newspapers. AH 
other papers publish in Arabic. 
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; JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

\ 15:35 -..French Programmes 

; 16:00 Neighbour* 

. 16:10 French Programme. 

• 19:00 News in French 

! 19 JO News HcjdliiKS 

! 19:35 ..Han gin With Mr. Cooper 
; 20:00 Magazine Zero One 

i 20 JO .... Pri*m 

; 21:10 _ .Time Tnx 

j 22:00 News in English 

: 22 JO M.ieCi>vcr 

; 23:15 Feature Film 

! PRAYER TIMES 

• 04:00 Fajr 

! 05:34 t Sunriv) Duha 

i 19:49 Maghreb 

; 21:22. *Nn 

! CHURCHES 

j SL Man' of Nazareth Church 
j Sweifieh. TeL S 1(1740 
1 Assemblies of Cod Church Tel. 

: ("2785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
i Church of the A nmini ration 
| Tel. 637440. 

; De la Salle Church TeL 661 656. 

| Terra Samla Church Tel. 

I 622366 

[ Church of the Annunciation 

I Tel. 623541 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 

771751. 

Amman Interim tiorta! Church 
Tei. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Eransilical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarvne Td. 
675691. 

The Fvangeficai I oral Church 
in Amman Td. S 1 1 20? 

F.nglish -speaking 

Latin Cutholici Parish Td. 

6141**). 

WEATHER 

Bttlk'liu mjtpluA by tfic Dcpun- 
numi of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly but remaining 
around average and wind; 
northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate In active 
and seas calm. 



MinJMin. temp-. 


.Amman i S/3 1 

Aqaba J4/3S 

Ibsens \&>i 

Jordan Valley 

Yesterday's high tL-mjvmrurcs: 
.VmriKtn 2V Aqjhj 37 Humrdir. 
readinyc Amman 43 pur cent. 
.Aqaba 28 rereem. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Mansi Nbab 830435 

Dr. Fakber BQbdsi ”22235 

Dr. Favez Al Duhbas ... ._8591 55 
Dc Abdul Majid M .Shat .. 

Firas pharmacy -U61912 

Fcrdrtws pharmacy 778336 

;\1 Aseina pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pbannocy 623672 

Al Salam ptunnur. ... 6567 »n 

Yacoub pharmacy -..644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ..637 fHf 

Najib pharmaev S476 *2 

CRBID-. 

Dr. Muzcn Abu Bakir ...276853 

AI Quds pharmacr t— i 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. ZuhurAlQadi 9fJ66«¥> 

Khalifeh pharmacy 935417 

EMERGENCIES 


-6363S1 


Food Control Centre -...63711 1 
Crvfl Defence Department 

— 661111 

Ci>3 Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

CnH Defence Emergency — 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
657^77 

Fire Brigade .—617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Public Security Department 

’ -630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Compfciinfa 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Cotn- 

pbmts ^97467 

.Amman IMnmdpaflty Com- 

ptoint5 —.—....787111 

Telephone Information Icfircc- 

tun asastancc) 121 

Overseas CaBs 0102% 

Central .Aramaj] Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdafi Tdepbone Rqians 

— .661101 

Jordon Television .773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 II 

Mater Authority 680100 

Jordan Oectriaty Authority 
SI5615 

Ekdric Power Company 


RJ Flight Infonnation 08- 

53200 

Queen Aha IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amu 
644281/6 

AJdfeh Maternity, J. Amn. 

.642441/2 


Zanja National Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Ibn Stoa Ho^rital _J09)986732 
Al Hlkaiw Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma 


-102)275555 


Jabai Amman 


Maternity 
642362 


MaOias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani -...607071 

Shmdsani Hospfcd -669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-MuashcrHospilaL667227ft 
The Islamic, Ahdafl 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdafi 664164ft 

Italian. AJ-Mnhq jr ee n 

777101/3 

AI-Bashfr; J. AshraGefa 

775111/26 

Array, Marka 891611/15 

Queen ASa Hospital 60224050 

Antal 674155 

The Arab Centre far Heart and 

Special Surgery -865199 

ZARQA: 

Zaitja Gort. Hospital 
(09)983323 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Dm Al Nsfees HoqriU 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Pr in c as Haja Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This izdbnnatkm is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department ax the Queen Alia 
International Airport TW. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified, information 
on other fSghte is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

arrivals 


X(h30 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

I(h30 — -Saoaa (RJ) 

10:45 - AdenCRJ) 

HhSO Abu Dhabi, Doha (RJ) 

U Colombo (RJ) 

15:10 -Istanbul (RJ) 

15:55 New Ybdc, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

19:10 -London. Betiin (RJ) 

0230 -Madrid (RJ) 

OtherFEghts 

03:00 ; -Rcane(A23 

06:10 JateaCGA) 

07*5 .London, Damascus (BA) 

13:00 -Jj: Riyadh (SV) 

mo .Jbfnscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

IftOQ ^-c-U3onsL(6U) 

15d)5 Vjenna (OS) 

l&30-_ — -Dnbai (EK) 
16J0 — — D aha (Q7) 


12^20 Amsterdam, Chica- 

go, Detriot (RJ) 

12M. Amsterdam, New Ya± (RJ) 

I3d)0 Goieva, Madrid (RJ) 

13:10 ^—Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Brussels, Amsterdam (RJ) 

13:15 — Cairo (RJ) 

14dt5 London (RJ) 

21:20 — ; Bombay (RJ) 

21^5 ■_ --...Jeddah (RJ) 

ZlatS ■—■■■■■■Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 
22490 —Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
23^ — -Riyadh, Dbahran (RJ) 


_Rome(AZ) 


- Athens (OA) 

.Lamaca(CY) 


-Beirut (MH) 
Xoodon (GA) 


20J0-. —London (GA) 

21d0 Dan^scus (AF) 

22:15 ———— C airo (MS) 

. 2325 — Beirut (ME) 

2&4S- - — -AiiotaiLgii (KL) 

©2:15 —London (BA) 

03ri)0 — _Rtwae(AZ) 

DEPARTURES 


0fa05 — — Damascus' (RJ) Royal Jordanian (RJ) FBgfrts - 

09:45 New Defiii (RJ) 0&45 s BdmtfjU) 

1025 BeimtCRfl 09M — — — — frtaifaul (RJ) 


04d» 

04M — 

0fc50 — 

07dM) 

07:10"—— 

08:10 -Damascus, London (BA) 
I4d)6 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

14t30 — Riyadh (SV) 

1550 , Viwnp (OS) 

16H» — _Dousk'(6U) 

17rf5 ._u— — . Dubai (EK). 

17^0 ..... . — Doha (Q7) 

21M Jakaita (GA) 

23:1S — .......i.-Gaiio (MS) 

2 3 35 — . D amascaa, Pads (AF) 
0035 -3emiL AinstBnfam(KL) 

^Athens (OA) 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Thurs- 
day inaugurated two tunnels at 
the Third Circle in Jabal 
Amman. The tunnels were 
constructed over a period of 
135 days ai the cost of JD L5 
million. 

Prince Hassan, accompa- 
nied by Prime Minister 'Abdul 
Sal am Majah and Amman 
Mayor Marndouh Abbadi, 
met with those engineers and 
workers who participated in 
the. project and thanked than 
for their efforts. 

The first (300 metre) tunnel 
connects the second circle 
with the fourth, while the sec- 
ond (400 metre) tunnel con- 
ned Ras al Ain with the street 
leading to the Philadelphia 
Hotel 

According to Dr. Abbadi, 
the project is expected to 
reduce delays a the juncture 
to a iSaximuni of 18 seconds 
down from the previous 70. A 
survey conducted by the;' 
Amman municipality 

revealed that nearly 70 per 
cent of the city’s traffic pass- 
es through these points, he 
added. 

Dr. Abbadi paid tribute to 


WHAT * S 
GOING 
ON 

^'Lecture on the image 
of Westerner in the. latent 
wonts -of eight Arab writ-; 
ere .by Dr; Mu’jib .Al 
Zahrani at Darat Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh at 

Art works by L Sahirii 
K^n'iui entitled “From 
Jqijsalem to NabWVatthe- 
Jordan -River Designs show- 
mom.; Jabal Amman, until 
613081).. 

■*Photo exhibition entitled 
“Jerusalem iii Danger” : by 
Khal id. Al Zagbali at . the 
Mn3efn Educational 
SchooL Khalda, until July.' 

v, . 

*E&>tographyexMbition 
by JarrKaMay.-at the French 
GnJtnral Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh. until July 29-,. - - 

* . Fifth exhlbkion '.of 
Korean products at : the 
Amman. International Motor 
S^iw,. until "jjily 7. 

* ^Paintings ’.by AH Al’ 
Ghouj at Greater - Amman 
Mt^.cipality; ' ' ; Ctrtniral 

Dqartment, Ras ; Al- ‘Ain. 

until-Juty 31. • . ' . ; 

^"Silver JeweJry. exhibi- 
tion’.v at the Jordan "pesi^ri 
and - Jx&de - C-entrc of . Nqbr 
Al : - Hussein Fo'midatioh, 
MntdJuIy20,;.. 

■ * Ry^higs' by;coiitenipp7 
ra ty; 'Irpqi artists . entitled 
“Ecofogy. sod 

in alette- jorid® 

NatibrikL ’ ^Fipfc:' 

Aits,_ipitH July;T2’i£ex^it 


inaugurates 


eisa 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan drives bis car through a newly-constructed tunnel at the 


Third Cirde in Jabal Amman (photo by Boghos) 


the workers and detailed the 
project, which, he said, is one 
of toe most important projects 
to facilitate traffic inside the 
city. 

The municipality is current- 


ly constructing a ISO- metre 
tunnel connecting toe Wadi 
Haddadeh district with down- 
town Amman, he stated. 

This tunnel estimated to 
cost JD 3 to JD 4 million, is 


expected to be completed in 
November by an Italian-Jor- 
danian consortium. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Bfltaji also 
attended the ceremony. 


Arab women's conference 
ends on a determined note 



By Lola KeUani 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN . — That Arab 
women be possessed of a 
short and long-term political 
strategy to facilitate effective 
participation in the political 
sphere was the main recom- 
mendation of a four-day con- 
ference which concluded here 
Thursday. 

The conference covered 
women's political participa- 
tion in the Arab World and 
members therein debated the 
pros ami cons of quotas for 
women residing in countries 
in the process of democratisa- 
tion. 

The conference attempted 
to answer two questions — 
the first related to women’s 
political participation, espe- 
cially in positions of decision- 
making, and how such might 
lead to an institutionalised 
democracy? The second 
question was related to the 
establishment of full democ^ 
racy and how it might lead to 
women’s enfranchisement in 
political life and therefore in 
the decision-making process. 

Some of the participants 
argued that a women’s quota 
at a stage in which the major- 
ity of the Arab World is not \ 
fully democratised would 
only increase the legitimacy 
of undemocratic regimes and 
make them seem more 
appealing. 

Dalai Bizri. from Lebanon, 
stressed torn a woman 

"appointed” as a result of a 
quota coaid only be a tool in 
toe bands of any undemocrat- 
ic regime where said govern- 
ment might baigain with the 
appointed women. 

“In a worst case scenario, 
the social and political line of 
an undemocratic regime 

would [be considered more] 
acceptable,” Dr. Bizri added. 

She maintained that any 
political participation without 
a parallel modification is an 


undemocratic political regime 
cannot change widespread 
detrimental opinions regard- 
ing women’s political partici- 
pation. 

Under current conditions, 
she said, and due to a rise in 
Islamic fundamentalism, 
women’s full enfranchisement 
is a card played by both toe 
Islamists, who. she said, still 
evidence confusion towards 
women political participation 
in spite of changes in their 
political discourse, and vari- 
ous governments which sup- 
port women without any true 
conviction or meaningful 
action. 

Other women who favoured 
a quota system for women 
stressed that women's partici- 
pation in all spheres is the cor- 
nerstone of any democracy. 

Participation in the political 
sphere is a major demand for 
ail women's movements 
around toe globe, they stated. 

Naelah Rashdan, member of 
the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment, voiced her support for a 
women’s quota system in Jor- 
dan. 

“As long as we have quotas 
for Circassians and Christians 
we should have a quota for 
women,” she said, emphasis- 
ing that Christian and Circass- 
ian women are: able to reach 
Parliament through designat- 
ed channels, while other 
women [do not benefit from 
such]. 

.“The quota should be for all 
women,” she stated. 

Subsequent to a two-hour 
debate, the participants agreed 
on one major recommenda- 
tion to be implemented as a 
short-term strategy or transi- 
tional stage for women 
whereas they will unify to 
implement quotas in the deci- 
sion-making processes. 

A long-term strategy would 
be to establish democratic 
regimes in all of toe Arab 
World, participants added. 

A Jordanian participant. 


Helen Khoury, stated that due 
to undemocratic or partially 
democrdtic regimes in toe 
Arab World, women’s move- 
ments should create pressure 
groups to support women 
reach decision-making posi- 
tions. 

She described these changes 
as “from top to bottom’’ and 
added that a parallel level on 
which women should work is 
at the grassroots in order to 
establish democratic regimes. 

“We must change parriar- 
chal and undemocratic soci- 
eties in which women are 
marginalised and treated as 
second if not third class citi- 
zens.” Ms. Khoury asserted. 

Director General of the 
Social Science Programme 
for the Middle East Region at 
toe Fond Foundation Salim 
Nasr told the Jordan Times, 
that laws and regulations’ 
regarding women’s political 
participation should be 
changed even if people’s per- 
ceptions have not yet fol- 
lowed suit. 

These laws, he said, could 
help in developing people's 
ideas regarding women’s par- 
ticipation in toe decision- 
making process as well as 
changing the culture and over- 
coming certain social taboos. 

Pressure groups helping 
women run electoral cam- 
paigns should exist regardless 
of a particular woman candi- 
date's ideology, according to 
Dr. Nasr. 

‘These pressure groups will 
help women candidates in 
conducting campaigns and 
crossing party lines as well as 
linking with groups operating 
in other countries.” he said. 

The proceedings of the con- 
ference, in which over 25 
women participated from 
eight countries will be pub- 
lished in a book soon. Dr. 
Nasr concluded. 


Councils to study Muslim Brotherhood’s 
decision to boycott 1997 general elections 


HRH Crown Prince Hassan expresses his appreciation iQ workers who contributed to the building of two tunnels 
at the TTiird Cirde in Jabal Amman. Prince Hassan inaugurated the tunnels Thursday (photo by Boghos) r 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The executive councils 
of most political parlies are scheduled 
to meet today to study the option of 
following the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
Wednesday decision to boycott the 
1997 general elections. 

The Brotherhood’s historic decision 
appears to have greatly impacted not 
only opposition parties, from leftists 
to Islamists, which are now discussing 
the possibility of a general boycott, 
but also centrist parties such as the 
pan-Arabist Ai Mustaqbal, whose 
leader. Suleiman Arar, has confirmed 
that future electoral policy will be 
determined later today. 

Of particular interest will be the out- 
come of deliberations by the Shura 
Council, (the higher guidance com- 
mittee in Islamic organisations), of the 
Islamic Action Front (1AF), the Broth- 
erhood’s political arm. 

In a meeting to be held lace this 
evening, the 120-member council is 
slated to decide whether to boycott the 
upcoming election or proceed with an 
election campaign bereft of toe Mus- 
lim Brotherhood's support. 

However, IAF Spokesperson 


Hamzeh Mansour told the Jordan 
Times that he doubts that a final deci- 
sion will be taken today. 

T do not think there will be a final 
deliberation on Saturday.” said Dr. 
Mansour. who Wednesday expressed 
disapproval of the Muslim Brother- 
hood’s decision, stating that “the boy- 
cott is against the interest of the Jor- 
danian people and the development of 
democratic life (in the Kingdom).” 

“It will take a week or two before a 
final decision is made,” he added. 

Meanwhile, a meeting of the leaders 
of 1 1 opposition parties, including the 
IAF, has been scheduled for Monday 
by the head of the Higher Committee 
for Coordination Among the Opposi- 
tion Parties, Salem Nahhas, “to study 
the Muslim Brotherhood's decision.” 
“What [is striking] about the (Broth- 
erhood's) derision to boycott the elec- 
tions is that it was very democratic 
and reflects the people’s aspirations 
and feelings." Mr. Nahhas asserted. 

“rnte derision to boycott the elec- 
tions] was not a leadership decision 
imposed from above, but [taken by] 
popular demand," he added. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported that 63 per cent of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood’s Shura council. 


(also known as the “Council of Thir- 
ty," ) members voted against participa- 
tion in the 1997 elections, but 
observers say that the consensus to the 
boycott was much stronger in the 
Brotherhood's lower cadres. 

When asked whether he believes 
that the 1997 elections will still be 
held this autumn, should a majority of 
parties decide in favour of a general 
boycott. Mr. Nahhas answered in the 
affirmative. 

“Elections might be held regardless, 
even if only the National Constitution- 
al Party (NCP) were to participate," 
he said. 

The NCP, widely considered the 
government's party, has not scheduled 
any meeting to discuss the Brother- 
hood’s decision, a party source said. 

Tl is their (the Brotherhood's) deri- 
sion. and we do not see in which way 
it should affect our policies.” the 
source maintained. 

“[The NCP] electoral comminee is 
working to prepare the election cam- 
paign and tickets, and we are going to 
participate (in the elections) as we 
have always said [we would].” he 
concluded. 


Court acquits Abu KhajO 

By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Court of Appeals Wednesday acquit- 
ted former Sri Lankan Honorary Consul to Jordan Taw- 
fiq Abu Khajil of charges ranging from infant traffick- 
ing to forgery of official documents. 

Mr. Abu Khajil, 57, had been convicted by the 
Amman Criminal Court in April of selling one baby, 
attempting to sell a second, forgery and usage of forged 
documents. 

But in its ruling Wednesday, the Court of Appeals, 
headed by Justice Abdul Ruhman Banna with Justices 
Mohammad Othman and Mansour Hadidi, overturned 
that decision and acquitted Mr. Abu Khajil on all 86 
charges. 

“I expected this verdict and I am very happy,” 
Defence Attorney Ahmad Tubeishai told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Prom day 1-first studied the case file, I knew that my 
blient had been framed and that all charges were base- 
less ” he added. “However, I was waiting for the judi- 
ciary to prove it” 

Mr. Abu Khajil Was formally charged in March 1996 
with 36 counts of foigery of official documents, usage 
of forged documents, 36 counts of infant trafficking 
(illegal under a 1929 law prohibiting slavery), posses- 
sion of unlicensed firearms, import of illegal wireless 
devices, abuse of trust and foigery of a government 
seal. 

He was arrested shortly after airport police stopped a 
Dutch couple on March 13, attempting to leave the 
country with a child they thought to have had adopted 
after paying a sum of $8,000. 

Forged documents concerning the supposed adoption 
were found on the couple’s person. 

In its ruling, the Court of Appeals stated that no proof 
existed that the former consul either bought or sola any 
child, “rather what happened was an adoption, autho- 
rised by Jordanian and Dutch law.” 

The court also lessened the forgery charge to a misde- 
meanour and maintained that Mr. Abu Khajil was not 
responsible for any usage of forged documents. 

Tne former consul had originally received a 14-year 
imprisonment term with temporary hard labour, later 
amended to three years due to apparent poor health. 

Mr. Abu KhajiL currently free on bail, still faces trial 
at the Criminal Court on charges of raping four Sri 
Lankan women. 

However, last year, all four women changed their ini- 
tial statements and are now facing charges of perjury. 


Higher court revokes 
JPA ruling on editor 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher Court of Justice last 
week revoked a Jordan Press Association (JPA) deci- 
sion, passed February 26, which stipulated the four- 
month suspension of AJ Lfrdun weekly Editor-in-Chief 
Musa Keiiani from his editorial position. 

The JPA based its decision on an article which it 
described as violating professional ethics. 

The decision was taken by majority vote. However, 
Chairman of the JPA Disciplinary Board Hassan Tal 
voiced his opposition to the decision. 

Dr. Keiiani then filed a case against the JPA. 

In a session held July 8, the Higher Court of Justice 
revoked the JPA derision, which it described as “illegit- 
imate,” as Dr. Keiiani was neither permitted to speak in 
his own defence nor summon witnesses to testify before 
the JPA disciplinary board. 

The JPA took its decision after a journalist filed a 
complaint stating that Al Urdun newspaper defamed 
journalism by publishing a story entitled “A prostitute 
and a journalist,” covering a prostitute who was arrest- 
ed in Madaba. 

Dr. Keiiani stated that in cases in which lawyers had 
been accused of various offences or medical doctors 
had been charged with malpractice, they had not been 
accused of distorting their professions or offending 
their peers. 

“Why should only journalists be accused of distorting 
the- profession when they publish such articles?” Dr 
Keiiani asked. “Are journalists angels?” 

He maintained that his newspaper did not violate nor 
infringe on the professional ethics of the press by pub- 
lishing the article in question. 


Jordan to participate in 
Palestinian business 


conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan is to participate in u 
Palestinian expatriate busi- 
ness conference in Pales- 
tine and will send an 80- 
member delegation there. 
Chairman of the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce Haidar Murad 
announced Friday. 

The conference is sched- 
uled for July 21-24 and is to 
convene in Gaza and Beth- 
lehem, he added. 

According to Mr. Murad, 
the meeting is to be organ- 
ised by the Palestinian 
Ministry of Planning and 
International Cooperation 
and the Jordanian -delega- 
tion will group leading 
businesspersons and econ- 
omists. 

Staling that the Jordanian 
private sector is eager to 
bolster ties with Palestini- 
ans, Mr. Murad confirmed 
that the Jordanian delega- 
tion will also group the 
chambers of commerce, 
trade unions, and other 
organisations. 

Jordan is eager to further 


bolster lies with the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA). Palestinian institu- 
tions and people. Mr. 
Murad affirmed. 

The Jordanian private 
sector has been favourably 
responding to His Majesty, 
King Hussein's policies in 
this direction and in main- 
taining strong ties with 1 
Palestinians, he said. 

We are ready to cooper- 
ate with our Palestinian 
brothers and offer them aid 
in constructing a strong 
economic infrastructure to 
benefit Palestinians. Jorda- 
nians and their common 
aspirations, Mr. Murad 
asserted. 

The conference will be 
held under the patronage of 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat and offers a great 
opportunity to the Jordan- 
ian business community as 
well as representatives of 
the private sector to 
explore prospects for 
future cooperation in trade, 
economy and joint ven- 
tures. he concluded. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Crown Prince to open conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Prince Hassan today 
inaugurates a three-day European Mediterranean Part- 
nership Conference at the Royal Cultural Centre in 
Amman. Prince Hassan will deliver toe keynote address 
to toe meeting, to be attended by nearly 1.000 busi- 
nesspersons from 23 countries in Europe and the 
Mediterranean region. 

Palestinian meeting to convene in Cairo 

AMMAN (Petra) — Palestinian Affairs Department 
Director General Ibrahim Thrshihi today leaves for Cairo 
at the head of a Jordanian delegation to meetings of 
Palestinian affairs supervisors. Participating in the con- 
ference will be representatives from Egypt. Syria. 
Lebanon, Palestine. Jordan and the Arab League. 
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BAN! HAMIDA 

SUMMER SALE 


From 1 5% to 50% 
off all stock 

. Rugs.Cusftions.WaIlhangings. 

Special offers for offices, 
Banks, Companies & Hotels 

Starting July 15thru July 31 

at 

The Bani Hamida House 
Jabal Amman - Rainbow St. 
Tel : 658696/7 





4 World News 


NATO swoop on war crime 


suspects stuns Bosnian Serbs 


SARAJEVO tR) — The sudden swoop on Bosnian Serb 
wur crimes suspects by British soldiers has shocked 
Nationalist Serb leaders and signalled a tougher policy by 
NATO. 

British special forces arrested one suspect and shot dead 
another Thursday in the first NATO operation against 
indicted war criminals since a Bosnian peace treaty was 
sisned in 1995. 

NATO said Simo Drijaca. a notorious Bosnian Serb police 
chief, was killed when he opened fire on soldiers trying to 
arrest him in the northwest Prijedor region. 

Milan Kovacevic. a hospital director, was captured at 
work and flown to the Hague to face trial before the United 
Nations War Crimes Tribunal. 

Both Mr. Kovacevic and Drijaca were wanted in connec- 
tion with a genocidal campaign to deport Muslims and 
Croats. A Western official said they were both the subject of 
sealed indictments issued by the War Crimes Tribunal and 
were not officially aware they were liable to arrest. 

The NATO action backed up tough rhetoric from the 
United States and its European allies amid increasing frus- 
tration with the .slow-moving peace process in Bosnia. 

"I think all those who are subject to indictment by the War 
Crimes Tribunal should be on notice that at some point in 
time they will be brought to justice." U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen said. 

Nationalist Bosnian Serb leaders appeared stunned by the 
news and their media accused NATO of "premeditated mur- 
der." But there was no violent backlash immediately after 
the action. 

Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic, looking shaken, 
called the operation "terrible" and told Serb television that 
it cast doubt on the viability of the Dayton Peace 
Agreement. 

"We are totally surprised by this.” she said. 

Mrs. Plavsic said she had won promises from the United 
Stares that Drljaca's son and son-in-law, who were detained 
during the operation, would be released promptly. 

A British soldier was wounded in the leg during the gun 
battle with Drijaca near a reservoir in Omarska. 

Several British newspapers reported that the operation was 
carried out by members of the elite Special Air Services. 

The Times said the crack troops were trained to operate 
with “extreme aggression" and Drijaca was cut down in a 
hail of fire as soon as he let off a round at the advancing sol- 
diers. 

Omarska. outside Prijedor. is associated with the war’s 
most infamous detention camp, which Drijaca had told 
reporters was merely a harmless “transit centre." 

NATO officers said “Operation Tango” did not mark a 
change in policy which had ruled out “manhunts” and 


required soldiers to arresl suspects only if they encountered 
them during their regular duties. 

Thursday’s operation, however, broke new ground and 
raised expectations that the most prominent suspects, ex- 
President Radovan Karadzic and retired army commander 
Ratko Mladic, might be next. 

Mr. Karadzic is one of 67 suspects on the tribunal’s pub- 
lished list of indictees. He lives in the mountain village of 
Pale, outside Sarajevo, where he is guarded by heavily - 
armed police and continues to wield power behind the 
scenes. 

Mr. Mladic, who keeps a low profile, was seen this week 
in the Yugoslav capital Belgrade where his family lives in 
an affluent suburb. 

The British operation came amid a tense power struggle 
among Serb leaders, pitting Mrs. Plavsic against hardliners 
loyal to ex-President Karadzic. 

NATO officers declined to say whether “Operation 
Tango” was over but said their troops in the 31,000-strong 
force were not placed on heightened alert. 

There were indications that the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and other international 
organisations had evacuated personnel from the Serb entity 
in Bosnia. International police monitors were staying put. 

During the war. Serb forces abducted U.N. peacekeepers 
and used them as “human shields” to try to fend off NATO 
air strikes. 

In Washington, the U.S. State Department warned 
Americans to be cautious if travelling in Serbia and 
Montenegro, saying the recent arrests of indicted war crim- 
inals in Croatia and Bosnia might spark tensions in former 
Yugoslavia. 

“VVhile these arrests have taken place outside of Serbia- 
Montenegro, the actions could result in heightened sensi- 
tivities among the local population, particularly on Serbia's 
borders with Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia.” the depart- 
ment said in a statement. 

Russia Friday condemned the sudden swoop on Bosnian 
Serb war crimes suspects by British soldiers, saying such 
“cowboy raids” threatened the Dayton peace process. 

“Russia does nor bear and does not intend to bear any 
responsibility for the consequences of such unilateral 
actions," a Foreign Ministry statement said. 

“One must underline that such ‘cowboy raids’ threaten the 
whole Dayton peace process, which is in any case going 
through a difficult period.” said the Russian Foreign 
Ministry statement, a copy of which was faxed to Reuters. 

The statement hinted Russia, whose troops form part of 
the international SFOR peacekeeping force in Bosnia, 
might review its participation, saying: “The Russian leader- 
ship will draw the corresponding conclusions from this." 


China floods claim 82 lives U.S. 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
death toll from China’s 
summer floods jumped to 
82 Friday, as flood waters 
swept eastwards, leaving 
hundreds of thousands 
homeless and raising con- 
cerns of epidemics. 

The southern provinces of 
Guangdong and Guangxi 
remained the worst hit, with 
Guangxi reporting 29 dead 
as rainstorms continued 
unabated, flooding 37 dis- 
tricts and cities and affected 
nearly six million people. 

"The situation has wors- 
ened considerably in the 
past two days." said a Chi- 
nese Red Cross official in 
Nanning, the provincial ca- 
pital of Guangxi. 

"We have taken special 
measures to guard against 
the growing risk of epide- 
mics." the offieiaJ said, ad- 
ding that more than 12.500 
homes had been destroyed 
throughout the province. 

In neighbouring Guang- 
dong. where more than 
5J0.00Q homes have been 
destroyed or severely dam- 
aged. the death toll re- 
mained ai 41. a spokesman 
for the Provincial Rood 
Control Bureau said. 

A total of 3.26 million 
people have been affected 
by the floods in Guang- 


dong, which have so far 
caused direct economic 
losses estimated at more 
than 1.8 billion yuan (S217 
million). 

Some J2 cities have suf- 
fered from excessive flood- 
ing, with Qingy uan — some 
80 kilometers north of the 
provincial capital Guang- 
zhou — the worst hit. 

On Thursday, flooding in 
the eastern coastal province 
of Zhejiang where 12 peo- 
ple were reported to have 
died in raging torrents that 
left 430.000 stranded and 
damaged 80,000 houses. 

“Rain is still falling and 
the situation is very com- 
plex at the moment.” said 
an official at the Zhejiang 
Rood Control Headquar- 
ters. Torrential rain in Zhe- 
jiang has affected 5.14 mil- 
lion people and flooded 
226.780 hectares (560.146 
acres) of farmland in 31 
counties and cities. 

Dykes burst on all three of 
the province's major rivers 
and ihe ensuing flood 
waters stopped production 
at more than 7.100 industri- 
al and mining enterprises. 
Losses were estimated af 
more than three billion yuan 
(S36I million). The floods 
have even touched neigh- 
bouring Shanghai, where 


some 70 houses were dam- 
aged and large areas of sub- 
urban farmland inundated. 
Since the rainy season start- 
ed June 25. Shanghai had 
drained off 165 million cu- 
bic metres (5.78 billion 
cubic feet) of water. A gov- 
ernment spokesman in near- 
by Jiangxi said the province 
was strengthening its anti- 
flood defences in expecta- 
tion of being the next vic- 
tim. 

“The water levels in rivers 
and reservoirs are already 
dangerously high, and with 
the predictions of more rain, 
we are doing what we can to 
shore up the banks.” the 
official said. 

The authorities in all the 
affected provinces have al- 
ready mobilised lens of 
thousands of People’s Libe- 
ration Army (PLAi troops 
to support the efforts of 
local residents and to help 
with emergency relief work. 

China is wracked by 
floods during the summer 


Senate 


approves 
Tenet as 


CIA chief 


rai ny season every year. 
Some of the worst floods in 
recent memory hit eastern 
and southeastern China in 
1996. killing more than 
3.000 people and causing 
economic losses estimated 
at S26.5 billion. 


South Korean president’s 


aide resigns over scandal 


SEOUL (Rj — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam's aide resigned 
Friday after a local news- 
paper reported that he had 
funnelled large sums of 
money from a businessman 
to Mr. Kirn's son. a presi- 
dential spokesman said. 

Joongang Ilbo newspaper 
reported Thursday that 
Kang Sang-U. Mr. Kim’s 
secretary for personnel and 
finance affairs, delivered 
one billion won (Sl.l mil- 
lion) to the president's sec- 
ond son. Kim Hyun-Chul. 
on behalf of a local con- 
tractor in June 1995. 

The spokesman could not 
confirm if Mr. Kang was a 
go-between or the ’"money 
was a kickback, but said 
Mr. Kang’s resignation was 
accepted in view of contro- 
versy over the Joongang 
libo report. 

The daily said the money 
— 500 million won in cash 
stashed in a box and the 
remainder as a bank 
cheque — was given to Mr. 


Kim Hyun-Chul shortly 
after Mr. Kang introduced 
the businessman to him. 

Joongang said its report 
yvas based on prosecution 
investigation records sub- 
mitted to a criminal court 
trying Mr. Kim Hyun- 
Chul. Prosecution officials 
declined to confirm the 
report. 

The younger Mr. Kim is 
standing trial for bribery' 
and tax evasion. State pros- 
ecutors accused him of tak- 
ing kickbacks totalling 3.22 
billion won (S3 .6 million) 
and evading taxes of 1.48 
billion. 

Joongang said it had 
access to the court records, 
which also showed that Mr. 
Kang had informed Mr. 
Kim Hyun-Chul of presi- 
dential blue house person- 
nel changes. 

Mr. Kim Hyun-Chul’s 
arrest last May dealt a seri- 
ous blow to the credibility 
of his father, who has been 
reduced to a lame-duck 
ahead of presidential elec- 


tions in Deeomher. The 
president is barred from 
seeking reduction by the 
constitution. 

Opposition parties have 
alleged that Mr. Kim Hyun- 
Chul is also the “real po- 
wer” behind a loan scandal 
involving the failed Hanbo 
Steel Co. 

The steelmaker collapsed 
in January under massive 
loans, revealing sleazy al- 
liances among politicians, 
bankers and businessmen. 

Last month, the founder 
of Hanbo, key presidential 
aides, politicians and top 
bankers were jailed for their 
roles in the Hanbo scandal. 

Prosecutors have cleared 
Mr. Kim Hyun-Chul of any 
wrongdoing in the Hanbo 
affair but have indicted him 
for accepting money in 
return for favours to busi- 
nessmen in connection with 
cable television deals and a 
road-building contract. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The Senate voted late 
Thursday to approve Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton's nomi- 
nation of George Tenet as 
the nation's cop spy master. 

The voice vote came after 
the Senate Intelligence 
Committee earlier Thurs- 
day unanimously approved 
the nomination of Mr. 
TeneL currently deputy di- 
rector of (he Central Intel- 
ligence Agency. 

Senator John Warner, a 
Virginia Republican who 
knew Mr. Tenet when Mr. 
Tenet was a senior siaff 
member on the Senate In- 
telligence Committee, 
praised his professional 
abilities, character and 
judgment. 

“I have confidence in him 
and 1 am confident that he 
will represent our country 
very' well in this imporranl 
post.” Sen. Warner said in a 
statement before (he vote. 

Mr. Clinton tapped Mr. 
Tenet. 44, to become direc- 
tor of Central Intelligence 
Agency after Anthony 
Lake, the president’s for- 
mer national security 
adviser, withdrew his nom- 
ination in frustration over 
the confirmation process. 

Mr. Tenet's nomination 
seemed likely to sail 
tiirough the Senate intelli- 
gence paneL which had ear- 
lier confirmed him as de- 
puty CIA director, until the 
Justice Department began 
investigating his failure to 
disclose his part-interest in 
slocks and real estate inher- 
ited from his father. 

The Justice Department 
Wednesday removed that 
hurdle when it concluded a 
preliminary- investigation 
into the matter and said it 
saw no need to appoint an 
independent counsel, pa- 
ving the way for the Senate 
vote. 

Mr. Tenet issued a state- 
ment moments after the 
vote, saving he was deeply 
honoured and vowing to 
“deliver intelligence that is 
clear, objective and does 
not pull punches." 
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10 killed as Indian police fire on protesters 


BOMBAY IR) — Indian 
police Friday opened fire on 
a stone-throwing crowd 


angry at the desecration of a 
statue, killing 10 people, 
hospital sources said Friday. 

The crowd had been pro- 
voked by what they saw as 
the desecration of a statue 
of Bhimruo Ambedkar, a 
revered leader of the lower 
social classes, police said. 

It had been garlanded with 
shoes, considered a grave 
insult. 


Ambedkar. known as the 
father of India’s constitution, 
is treated like a god by the 
lower social classes in India's 
rigid Hindu caste system. 

“Eight people were al- 
ready dead when they were 
brought in.” a doctor at a 
Bombay hospital told Reu- 
ters. ‘Two more succumbed 
to their injuries." The dead 
included a 1 2-year-old girl. 

Police said earlier that 
four people had died from 
bullet wounds. They were 


unable to confirm the latest 


report. 

The Press Trust of India 
(PTT) news agency said 1 1 
people had died in police fire. 

Police said they had 
rushed a large force of spe- 
cial riot police to the scene 
of the shooting. Ghatkopar. 
15 kilometres from Bom hav 
city centre, and the situation 
was tense but under control. 

When police reached the 
scene at 6.30 a.in. (0100 
GMT) a crowd of Ambed- 


Floods 


Hands off Kashmir, Indian leader warns OIC 


kill 22 in 


Bangladesh 


CHITTAGONG (R) — 
Floods caused by torrential 
rains have killed at least 22 
people in southeastern 
Bangladesh, police and 
officials said Friday. 

They said at least 30 peo- 
ple were injured, hundreds 
could be missing and tens 
of thousands were made 
homeless in Chiuagong. 
Cox’s Bazar and the nearby 
hill districts. 

Unofficial sources put the 
death toll at nearly 40. inc- 
luding nine on the Mahesh- 
khali Island, where a land- 
slide reportedly knocked 
down several homes. 

“Most of the victims died 
in mudslides and a few 
were swept away by tor- 
rents of floodwulcr." one 
government official in 
Chittagong said. 

"The death toll may go up 
as it is still raining heavily. 
Communications with ma- 
ny areas have been cut off." 
he said. 

The flooding has hit areas 
of ihe country that were still 
recovering from a severe 
cyclone on May 19 that 
killed more rhan 100 people 
and injured thousands. 

Major rivers in the south- 
east have burst their banks 
and rivers - in other areas 
were rising fast, meteorolo- 
gy officials said Friday. 
Unless the rain slops in the 
next 24 hours, much of the 
country would be inundat- 
ed. one official said. 

Two of the confirmed 
deaths were reported Thurs- 
day. of which one child died 
alter being swept by flood- 
water in Cox’s Bazar dis- 
iriei and an 18-year-old 
male drowned while trying 
to get hold of a floating 
tree. 

Of the 20 deaths reported 
Friday. 13 died in Ranga- 
mali town in Chittagong hill 
tracts, where tribal rebels 
have been fighting for au- 
tonomy for the past 23 
years. 

"The victims perished 
under tonnes of mud sliding 
from the hills, which des- 
troyed their houses.” one 
local official told reporters. 

Lip to 50.000 people have 
been taken to flood shelters 
hut at least half a million 
others were stranded in 
their half-submerged 
homes, officials said. Road 
links between Chittagong 
and neighbouring districts, 
including Cox’s Bazar, have 
become impassable as 
flood wilier washed away 
several small bridges and 
partly inundated highways. 


JAMMU (AFP) — The 
leader of India's main Hin- 
du Nationalist Party here 
Friday warned the Organi- 
sation of Islamic Confe- 
rence (OIC) nations not to 
meddle in the disputed state 
of Kashmir. 

Lai Krishna Advani. pres- 
ident of the opposition Bha- 
ratiya Janara Party (BJP, 
Indian People’s Party), said 
the OIC and Western na- 
tions should slay clear of 
the Himalayan state and not 
back Pakistani attempts to 
fuel separatist violence. 

"It is no longer a secret 
that Pakistan’s inter-ser- 
viccs intelligence, which 
wields extra-constitutional 
powers, is (he father of (he 


RDX (explosives i and AK- 
47 culture in India.” Mr. 
Advani said. 

Mr. Advani. who is on a 
nationwide tour to commo- 
merate India's 50th year of 
independence from British 
rule and whose party is the 
largest political group in 
parliament, said Kashmir 
was an integral pan of 
India. 

“Kashmir is not a disputed 
territory.” Mr. Advani said. 
“What is disputed is the part 
of the state illegally held by 
Pakistan through aeeression 
in 1947.” 

India and Pakistan both 
claim die Muslim-majoriiy 
territory, which has sparked 
two wars between the coun- 


tries since their indepen- 
dence in 1947. 

Pakistan holds ihe nonh- 
em-third of Kashmir and In- 
dia ihe rest. A separatist 
campaign in Indian-admin- 
istered Kashmir has left 
around 20,000 dead since 
1989. 

Mr. Advani said recent 
foreign secreia/y-Jerel 
talks, during which Pakistan 
called for new talks on 
Kashmir, between the wo 
countries had created a 
"sense of illusion” ibat ten- 
sions had eased. 

"But this is not the toe 
because Pakistan continues 
lo provide moraJ and mater- 
ial assistance to rebeU. in 
Kashmir,” he claimed.^ 


Pakistan premier expands cabinet 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pa- 
kistani Prime Minister Na- 
waz Sharif expanded his 
four- month-old cabinet Fri- 
day. naming nine new min- 
isters and four (deputy) mi- 
nisters of state, but he 
seemed to be facing a rift 
with a potential rival. 

The newc« >mers. who 
were sworn in by President 
Fan »oq Leghari . increase 
ihe cabinet lo 16 full minis- 
ters and five ministers of 
state, plus two present ad- 
visers with minister status. 

The new ministers include 
veteran and young loyalists 
of Sharif's Pakistan Muslim 
League tPML). which look 
power in Fehruary after 
winning a landslide election 
victory against former 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP). 

A significant omission 
from the list was Ejaz-UJ- 
Haq. son of late military ru- 
ler General Mohammad 
Ziu-UI-Haq. amid newspa- 


per reports of possible dif- 
ferences with the prime mi- 
nister and the potential of 
slaking a claim to party lea- 
dership in the future. 

Mr. Eja/. a senior PML 
vice-president who was a 
high-profile minister lor la- 
bour. manpower and over- 
seas Pakistanis in Mr. Sha- 
rif's previous cabinet from 
1990 lo 1993. declined to 
join the present cabinet in a 
meeting with the prime mi- 
nister Thursday. local new s- 
papers said. 

He has been unhappy 
since Mr. Sharif, a onc-tiine 
protege of Gen. Zia. omitted 
him from the first batch of 
ministers named nn Feb. 26. 

The new ministers include 
senate leader Raja Z.ifanil 
Haq. ul)n was given the re- 
ligious affairs and minori- 
ties portfolio, and Abdul 
Majid Malik, a retired lieu- 
tenant-general who VWis 
given the Kashmir alfaits. 
northern areas, states and 
frontier regions pnrtfoliu. 


Ghous Ali Shah, defence 
minister in Mr. Sharif s pre- 
vious cabinet, was given the 
less powerful education min- 
istry. Former Industries Mi- 
nister Sheikh Rashid Afimal 
v.u.s named culture, spore, 
tourism and youth affairs 
minister with ihe additional 
charge of labour, manpower 
and L'\ erscas Pakistanis. 

Other ministers are Mo- 
hammad Vasin Woifoo (par- 
liamentary affairs), Abdul 
Satfar Lnleka (food and 
agriculture). Raja Nadir 
Pcrvez ( water and power.'. 
Javcd Hushemi (health), 
and Yaqub Khan Nass« 
i railways). 

Tlie new ministers of SJte 
arc Mohammad Siddiqu? 
Khan Kanju (foreign af- 
fairs >. Tahmina Djultaftj 
i women's division, social 
welfare and special educa* 
lion). Halim Siddiqui (water 
and power) and Ahm*® 
Mahmoud (environment- 
local bodies ami rural devel- 
opment). 


Macau police detonate bomb 


planted under tour bus 


MACAU (R) — Police in 
Portuguese-gn vemed 
Macau Friday destroyed a 
bomb planted under a tour 
bus outside a hotel, authori- 
ties said. 

Security guards at the 
New Century Hotel on 
Macau's Tuipa Island called 
the police after finding the 
device under a bus outside. 
Macau police said. 

Police bomb-disposal ex- 
perts used robots to explode 
it and there was no damage. 

Police said there was no 
need to evacuate guests 
from the 600-room hotel as 
the bomb was found to be 
defective before it was 
removed and destroyed. 

Hotel .skiff described the 
controlled explosion as 


"something like a firecrack- 
er going off." 

The planned bomb was 
meant to be a "wumine." 
police said. 

The China- funded hotel 
was recently taken over hv a 
local consortium which 
planned to open a casino. 

In another incident, police 
said staff at a go-karting 
complex on Colonne Mand 
found a petrol bomb in a 
refrigerator and shards ol 
glass littering (he track. 

“Maybe someone prac- 
tised throwing Molotov 
cocktails here last night." a 
detective told Reuters. 

Police said there have been 
“about three dozen" homb 
explosions and threats since 
late 1995. Most I v using low- 


puwer. home-made device*- 
The bombings have cause 

i -nly minor injuries. 

Recent reports ft 0111 
Macau have said rival inju 
gangs — the I4K and W 
Soi Fong — are about t«» re- 
new a gangland war. 

A spate of knifings m 

drive-by shootings 
claimed at lead 16 five* 1 . 
year. The gangs are 
over shares in illeeal IflJJ* 
sharking and . 

rackets linked to d* ^ 

casino tourism busing 
Macau’s biggest 
But police 

two cans? are behepw 
have tinged a truce m M . 
after realising that g*®-. 
land-sty le killings'*** ^ ^ 
for business. 
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Protestors set fire to tyres in the middle of a busy highway in Bombay Friday. Ten people were killed when police 
opened fire on a mob angered by the desecration of a statue of a prominent social activist (Reuter photo) _ . ' J 




kar supporters who had 
already surrounded the stat- 
ue began pelting them with 
stones, police said. They 
also torched two vehicles. 

Police said they had 
closed the busy highway 
near the statue. They could 
not say who was responsi- 
ble for the garland. 

PTI said Manohar Joshi. 
chief minister of Maharash- 
tra state, would make a 
statement on the incident 
later Friday. 
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World News 



Rescue workers pick through the ruins of a collapsed six-story office building in the city of Cumana, about 410 kilo- 
metres east of Caracas in search of survivors. The building was destroyed after a powerful quake measuring 6.9 on 
(he Richter Scale rocked Venezuela's Caribbean coast Wednesday (Reuter photo) 

Venezuelan rescuers seek children in quake ruins 


CARIACO (R) — Grapp- 
ling with broken concrete 
and twisted steel, rescuers 
frantically dug holes 
through the rubble Thurs- 
day to reach victims of an 
earthquake that devastated 
eastern Venezuela, killing at 
least 59 people. 

Firemen, working in rain 
for the second night, tried to 
pass a 50 feet (15 metres) 
oxygen hose to survivors 
buried by the quake that 
crushed children in their 
classrooms and left 322 
wounded and 500 families 
homeless, according to offi- 
cial figures. 

“We want to pass a pipe 
some four of five stories 
down and pump in oxygen,” 
local Cix-ii Defence Chief 
Francisco Espina said. 

Two year-old infants and 
an 81 -year old man were 
among the dead counted as 
workers continued to pull bo- 
dies from the collapsed six- 


floor Segurns La Seguridud 
office block in Cumana. 

A French citizen was 
among those killed, but no 
other foreign deaths were 
reported. 

Seismological office Fun- 
visis said gentle aftershocks 
were still being felt along 
the coast, registering 4.0 on 
the Richter Scale, although 
no further damage was re- 
ported. 

In Cumana. fireman Man- 
uel Santana said he had 
counted 23 dead but that 
about 26 people were still 
trapped under the office 
building. Some of those 
people might be alive. 

“Hope is the last thing we 
will lose," he said. 

Officials acknowledged 
the death toll could rise from 
the worst earthquake to hit 
Venezuela for 30 years. 

Schools were razed by the 
quake, which measured 6.9 
on the Richter Scale, trap- 


ping or killing scores of 
high school students silting 
end of term exams. 

In the liny nearby town of 
Caricao. 470 kilometres 
east of Caracas, firemen 
worked to free the bodies of 
children trapped under the 
ruined Raimundo Martinez 
Centeno High School. 

Amid fallen bricks and 
scattered exercise books, the 
search continued for missing 
children after at- least 34 bod- 
ies were recovered. For 
many, Thursday was to have 
been their last day of school 
before the summer holidays. 

At least 27 pupils were 
rescued after a class es- 
caped through an 18-inch 
<40 cm) gap in the crumbled 
stonework. 

Mothers sobbed as Presi- 
dent Rafael Caldera paid a 
brief visit to the area. "Our 
houses are ruined our chil- 
dren dead " said one woman. 

Mr. Caldera, at SI Latin 


America's eldest leader, 
declared three days of 
national mourning. 

But with power, telephone 
and water supplies still cut. 
Cariuco School Director Elie- 
zer Sanchez denounced the 
government's relief efforts. 

“They are focusing all 
their efforts on the school 
but the whole village is dev- 
astated.'' 

Mr. Sanchez said more 
than 200 houses had been 
destroyed, leaving the 
town’s 13.000 survivors to 
sleep on plastic sheets in the 
debris-strewn streets or 
gather in small groups in the 
town stadium. Local author- 
ities declared a curfew. 

Along the small villages 
that lined the recently re- 
opened 60 kilometres high- 
way between Cumana and 
Cariaco, survivors lit can- 
dles and spent the night sit- 
ting on plastic chairs in 
improvised shelters. 
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Northern Ireland’s Oran 
Order cancels marches 


BELFAST (R) — Northern Ireland's Orange Order per- 
formed an about-rum on generations of stubborn opposition 
Friday and cancelled a series of contentious parades to avoid 
igniting further violent Catholic opposition. 

The eenluries-old organisation said in a statement in deci- 
sion had been taken “for the greater good of the province” 
after the worst week of violence for decades. 

It blamed the upheaval on iLs ideological foes. Sinn Fein, 
political wing of IRA guerrillas fighting British rule of the 
province and supported by the minority Catholic population. 

But it called off flashpoint parades planned Saturday, the 
most cherished day in its calendar, in Belfast's Low’er 
Ormeau Road. Armagh and Newry and rerouted another 
march in Londonderry to avoid igniting further anger. 

Catholic groups had threatened to swamp Belfast and 
Londonderry’ with mass protest and political sources said 
security chiefs told leaders of the organisation it could not 
guarantee the safety of marchers. 

The decision was a major concession to Catholic Irish Na- 
tionalists and was warmly welcomed by Britain and Ireland 
as a boost for their joint Northern Ireland peace process. 

But it angered hardline members of the organisation who 
saw it as a surrender to Sinn Fein and the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA), who have fought British rule of Northern 
Ireland for more than a generation. 

Joel Panon. leader of the far-right Spirit of Drumeree 
group, told reporters: “It isn't a compromise. It's a capitula- 
tion.'' 

He disputed predictions that the concession might persuade 
the IRA to call a new ceasefire, the price that Britain has 
demanded for its entry into Northern Ireland peace talks. 

Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams quickly issued a state- 
ment welcoming a decision he had campaigned for years. 

“1 welcome these decisions and acknowledge their signifi- 
cance.” he said. “I wish it had been made earlier.” 

It ended a standoff between the order and Catholic resi- 


dents' associations who had threatened JemunMrdii<>i!s l*> 
block the parades, which they regard a- M.vi:iri:in intimida- 
tion. 

The parades are held on the “Glorious 1 2lh" of July, which 
marks a 1690 victory by a Protestant king over an invading 
Catholic monarch. It is the organisation > moM cherished 
day. 

Britain's Northern Ireland secretary. Mo Mowlam. m:i! die 
decision would “be received with a great deal of relief and 
appreciation in Northern Ireland and beyond.” 

A spokesman for Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahem said: 
“It is a very positive gesture by the Orange Order. Tiie gov- 
ernment believes it deserves an equally positive response 
from Nationalists." 

Jeffrey Donaldson, an Orange leader, said: “These deci- 
sions were decisions of local lodges. This nm something 
that was imposed on them. 1 must say they have my uim-*st 
admiration." 

Police had voiced serious concern about the Lov\\.r 
Ormeau Road march, scene of violent confrontation in recent 
years. 

The decision not to parade: in the Belfast suburb was 
announced by the local Ballynafeiuh Grange Li«dge at the 
Protestant end of the Lower Ormeau Road. 

Outside the lodge a small but angry crowd gathered, plain- 
ly displeased at the decision. They jostled journalists, shout- 
ing obscenities and forcing them away from the huge 
entrance. 

The order, which wants to maintain the province'' 3' K '- 
year-old union w ith Britain, had come under intense pressure 
to cancel the parades after week-long violence caused by .« 
march through a Catholic area in the town of Portudown Iasi 
Sunday. 

A radical IRA splinter group, the Irish National Liberation 
Army, had threatened to attack Orange Order members if 
they paraded along the Lower Ormeau Road. 


U.N. envoy starts peace mission to Afghanistan 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
U.N.'s special representa- 
tive to .Afghanistan, Norberi 
Hoi I. is on a peace mission 
to the north of the war-tom 
country where he has met 
with anti-Taieban opposi- 
tion leaders, the Iranian 
News Agency tlRNA) re- 
ported Friday. 

Mr. Holl, a German, met 
Thursday with former Af- 
ghan President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani and Uzbek Ge- 
neral Abdul Malik in the op- 
position stronghold of Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif. the agency 
said. 

He also had talks with 
Abdul Rahim Ghafourzi, 
“foreign minister" of the an- 
ti-Taieban alliance, who cri- 
ticised the United Nations 
for not coming up with pro- 
posals to end the civil war. 


Mr. Ghafourzi told 1RNA 
that Mr. Holl. chief of the 
U.N. special mission for 
Afghanistan, "came here 
after several months just to 
listen to the point of view of 
the united opposition.” 

Mr. Holl. speaking on Pa- 
kistan Television Wednes- 
day, said the first step in a 
settlement would be a cease- 
fire. adding it was also “very 
important to consider ex- 
change of the wounded and 
other prisoners” to move to- 
wards the “final target” of a 
broad-based government. 

Gen. Malik. Mr. Rabbani 
and the Shiite Muslim 
Hezb-i-Wahdai faction form 
an anti-Taleban coalition. 

The Taleban militia con- 
trols about two thirds of At- . 
gh an is tan with 22 provinces 
in its possession against the 


opposition's eight. 

Shiite Muslim Iran sup- 
ports the anti -Taleban for- 
ces and is fiercely opposed 
to the Sunni Muslim funda- 
mentalist militia. 

It has accused Pakistan of 
giving political and military 
support to the Taleban. with 
the backing of the United 
States and Saudi Arabia. 

Meanwhile, A senior Pa- 
kistani official trying to me- 
diate peace between the Af- 
ghan rivals said Wednesday 
his talks with Taleban lead- 
ers had marked a “step for- 
ward" in the process. 

Iftikhar Murshid. who met 
with the Taleban militia s ac- 
ting Foreign Minister Mul- 
lah Abdul Jalil in Kandahar 
in southwest Afghanistan, 
said he would travel to the 
northern city of Mazar-i- 


Sharil in a ample of days. 

"There is a Mcp forvv ard in 
thai they ithe Taleban* are 
willing to consider in a pos- 
itive manner the proposed 
formation of a joint coun- 
cil" with the opposition to 
work towards a settlement. 
Mr. Murshid told AFP. 

Meanwhile, the Islamic mi- 
litia's supreme leader. Mul- 
lah Mohammad Omar, de- 
manded Wednesday the im- 
mediate release of all Taleban 
prisoners held in the north hy 
the opposition, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AlPj reported. 

In a statement from Kan- 
dahar. Mr. Omar warned the 
opposition it would be res- 
ponsible for the “conse- 
quences” if the prisoners 
were formed, according to 
the Pakistan-based private 
inforamtion service. 
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Dangers in 
NATO expansion 


NATO'S RECENT decision in Madrid to 
extend its arm eastward and invite Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic to join 
the alliance, calls for deep reflection and 
assessment. Above all, the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO), needs to 
redefine its role and articulate its objec- 
tives in a world that has considerably 
changed since the collapse of the ‘‘commu- 
nist threat” in the late 1980s. Should 
N ATO keep on expanding in Europe, there 
would come a point in time when the 
international community would become 
divided between the Western civilisation 
and the other eastern civilisations and cul- 
tures. An exclusive club based solely on 
Western ideals and cultures would propel 
a reaction from other peoples and coun- 
tries in a manner that could endanger' 
international peace and harmony. 

The implications for us in the Middle 
East are obvious. In a relatively short 
time, Israel would also be invited to join 
the Western dub, making Israel's defences 
invincible and its military might and 
threat against its neighbours limitless. A 
combination of NATO membership and a 
right-wing Israeli government could whet 
Israeli hardliners' appetite for expansion. 

NATO's raison d'etre was comprehensi- 
ble when the international community was 
divided on a bipolar basis, between West 
and East Now, for all intents and purpos- 
es, the world is unipolar, with the U.S. the 
only superpower. Continuous expansion of 
NATO, therefore, would surely impel 
other regional powers and like-minded 
civilisations to regroup and assert them- 
selves in due course. Additional expansion 
of NATO worldwide would surely set the 
international stage for a response, whether 
from China. Japan, India or Latin 
America. History is replete with examples 
of how empires rose and fell. An enlarged 
NATO would not differ from the Roman 
Empire which pushed eastward only to 
ignite a reaction that ended with its defeat. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Dustour expressed the view that a 
decision by the Muslim Brotherhood to boycott the 
general elections will have no effect at all on the 
government's decision to hold the elections on sched- 
ule. Ibrahim Dauud said that the Muslim 
Brotherhood's decision is bound to weaken the 
Islamists' cause and not the government's will, espe- 
cial!} as members of the Islamic Action Front have 


expressed desire to participate in the elections, regard- 
less of the Muslim Brotherhood's decision. When the 


Muslim Brotherhood decided to boycott the elections, 
because they were disenchanted with the Islamic 
Action Front's performance in parliament and because 
the government is adamant regarding the temporary 
la»> and the one-person. one-vote system, they were 
counting on the leftists and other opposition groups to 
join them in boycotting the elections, noted the writer. 
He said that this is unlikely to happen since the other 
groups have already expressed determination to partic- 
ipate in the elections in order to deprive the govern- 
ment of the chance to act at will without any opposition 
in parliament. The writer said it is to be regretted that 
the Muslim Brotherhood is withdrawing from the elec- 
tions arena because they ure frustrating their popular 
base by deciding to refrain from developing the demo- 
cratic pi 'X ess in Jordan. 


A \\ RITER for Al Ra’i criticised the present academ- 
ic courses in Jordanian private and public universities 
for failing to enable the graduates find jobs and con- 
tribute to their country's development. Mousa 
Barhoumeh said that the schools and the community 
college's, as well as the' universities, in Jordan have 
heat turning out thousands of graduates, many of 
whom remain idle, searching for jobs without* any 
chance of gening them. He said chat the majority of the 
graduates shun taking up manual jobs or assuming 
work that has been taken for years by non-Jordanians, 
like working in restaurants, bakeries or gas stations. 
The writer said that the summer holidays in Jordan 
have been witnessing manifestations of joy, by gradu- 
ates. lor finishing school or college, but the joy soon 
turns sour when the graduates start the futile task of 
finding jobs. He said that unless the universities help 
the graduates adapt to the needs of the Jordanian labour 
market, the hopes of the young graduates will continue 
to end up in thin air. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keflani 


Islamists’ boycotting the elections 


makes constituents the real losers 


THE MOVE by the Islamists to boycott the next parlia- 
mentary elections clearly shows a lack of awareness of 
the basic foundation of democracy: no one can hope to 
gain anything by staying out of the legislative process 
and people have to interact with the system to make 
points and have a say in policy making and in monitor- 
ing the executive authority’s performance. 

Beyond that, however, is the implication of the 
Islamists' decision. Quite simply, it signals a decisive 
break from the way Jordan's political life has continued 
over the decades. 

Most Jordanians cannot agree more with the assertion 
by the Islamists that "the decision to boycott is hard" 
while “it is easy to participate." By the same token, it 
also raises the question of whether the Islamist leader- 
ship, as represented by the Muslim Brotherhood, did 
give enough thought to the ramifications of their deci- 
sion. 

For one thing, the deliberate absence of the Islamists 
from the polls will definitely break the partem of polit- 
ical participation that we in Jordan are proud of. It is a 
pattern that was woven more than 50 years ago and the 
consistent and effective representation of the Islamists 
in Jordan’s political arena has always been a feature of 
life in the Kingdom. 

An Islamist boycott of the next elections will not be a 
simple message against the Elections Law, as the 
Islamist leadership asserts; it will be a boycott of the 
regime itself, and that, in itself, has far-reaching reper- 
cussions for the Islamists and the people that the 
Islamists say they represent. 

By staying away from the polls this time around, the 
Islamists will be making a mockery, of the great respect 
that we Jordanians have for the Islamist movement, 
despite political and ideological differences, some of 


which are fundamental and strategic while others crop 
up now and then over tactics. 

It is indeed a matter of pride for us in Jordan that the 
Kingdom was the first country where Islamists not only 
entered the legislature through democratic elections but 
also served in the executive authority. 

Suffice it to refer to the contemporary situation in 
Algeria and Egypt in this respect. The Islamist move- 
ment in Jordan is known for moderation, diplomacy and 
the political skills of its leaders that have been clearly 
evident in the way the movement handled some of the 
thorniest issues that confronted us over the years. They 
made sure their voice was heard loud and clear not only 
in Jordan but also throughout the Arab and Islamic 
worlds. No doubt, that the so-called fans of the 
Jordanian Islamists will be taken aback to hear of their 
models' decision to adopt a defeatist approach. 

One consoling thought, however, is the lukewarm 
response the Brotherhood's decision to boycott the polls 
has drawn from the mainstream Islamist political party, 
the. Islamic Action Front (IAF). It reaffirms the belief 
thajt the political front of the Islamists is more pragmat- 
ic and realistic than the Brotherhood leadership and 
highlights that logic could have its way in the end. 

On the other hand, the arguments that the Islamists put 
up to support the decision to stay away from the elec- 
tions simply do not hold much water. If the Islamists 
were not successful in blocking parliamentary endorse- 
ment of Jordan's peace treaty with Israel, that was sim- 
ply because they did not have enough voting clout in the 
legislature. That takes up back to the question of why 
the Islamists did not have that clout — something that 
they blame on the one-person, one-vote system. 

Again, there is a serious flaw in the Islamists’ rejection 
of the one-person, one- vote system. While they want the 


trimmings and worieings of an effective legislature as it 
performs anywhere else in the world, they, very conve- 
niently, side-step the reality that their democratic model 
or models are also based on the same one-person, one- 
vote formula. It then boils down to a simple equation of 
having your cake and eating it too. 

The one-person, one-vote formula is the universally 
accepted principle for legislative representation and the 
majority of Jordanians fail to see why we should be any 
different 

Then there is the Islamist argument that the law itself 
was amended with the sole purpose of reducing the 
Islamist presence in parliament as it did in the 1993 
elections. But four years have passed since then and one 
would have assumed that die intelligent leadership of 
the Islamists would have concentrated more on working 
from within the law to gain ground ahead of the next 
elections rather than pinning hopes on defeating the law 
in parliament. 

It is now obvious that their assessments show that they 
have no option but to base their election chances on 
roughly the same number of people who voted for them 
in 1993 if they were to participate. As such, the ideal sit- 
uation for the Islamists would be where more than one 
of their candidates will be elected from every con- 
stituency with the help of their traditional supporters 
who are confined to certain numbers. But that is nor the 
way democracy works, and our Islamists would be 
much better off to realise, respect and accept that reali- 
ty. 

In the meantime, the long and short of their call for a 
boycott of the election is that the real losers, as a result, 
will be the constituents they represent who will be 
deprived of tile opportunity to have their voice heard in 
parliament 



Writers admonish Muslim Brotherhood 
for decision to boycott elections 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE JORDANIAN papers 
this week highlighted a 
decision by the Muslim 
Brotherhood to boycott this 
year's general elections, 
discussed issues pertaining 
to democracy and parlia- 
mentary life in Jordan and 
tackled matters of concern 
to political parties, in addi- 
tion to other local and pan- 
Arab affairs. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
commented on the Muslim 
Brotherhood's decision, by 
saying it is bound to create 
splits within the Islamic 
Movement in Jordan. 

Mohammad Subeihi said 
that the Muslim 
Brotherhood must have 
been raotivared to boycott 
the elections by its appre- 
hension of the coming elec- 
tions' results, as some of its 
leading members feel that 
their popularity has weak- 
ened recently. 

But. he said, the move has 
already alienated the 
Islamic Action Front fIAF> 
whose members have 
decided to disregard the 
Brotherhood's decision. 

The writer said that 
according to some 
observers, the decision is a 
manifestation of the broth- 
erhood's desire to reimpose 
its hegemony on the IAF 
and has come as a result of 
internal differences. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh. a 
writer for Al Dustour, said 
the JAF has the right to take 
any decision, regardless of 
the Muslim Brotherhood's 
stand. But. he said, the IAF 
is facing a real dilemma 
because if tt moves against 
the Muslim Brotherhood, it 
will be facing splits within 
the Islamic Movement and 
if it complies with the deci- 
sion and refrains from par- 
ticipating in the elections, it 
will be losing its popular 
base. 

The writer said that the 
IAF is disturbed because if 
it pulls out of the ring, it 
will be leaving the field to 
the National Constitutional 
Pam and other parties and 
will be losing (he chance to 
express its opposition to the 
government's normalisation 
process with Israel and 
other issues of concern to 
the public. 

A writer for Al Arab Al 
Yawm said that if the 
Tslamists go ahead with 
their plans and boycott the 
elections, they will live for 
four years, that is until the 
next elections, isolated and 
exposed to splits and disin- 
tegration. 

Hibui As mar said that it is 


regrettable to see the 
Muslim Brotherhood pull 
out of the race especially 
that many circles are gloat- 
ing over the decision and 
their withdrawal from the 
field will enhance the exec- 
utive -authority’s position 
and Will encourage the gov- 
ernment to further besiege 
the Islamists. 

Withdrawal from the 
field, said the writer, is a 
declaration of total failure 
in confronting the develop- 
ments and the political situ- 
ation in Jordan and the 
region, he charged. 

Furthermore, he said, the 
boycott will create an 
atmosphere propitious for 
splits within the ranks of the 
Islamic Movement. 

In the view of Jihad 
Momani. a writer for AJ 
Dustour, the decision to 
boycott the elections came 
as a result of the divisions 
and differences among the 
members of the movement 
that have been going on for 
a long time. 

Some leading members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
have been advocati ng 
changes and new political 
stands to cater to the 
requirements of the political 
situation in the region, 
noted the writer. 

He said divisions were 
also reponed within the IAF 
ranks, with some of its 
members calling for joining 
the government and going 
against the majority in this 
issue. 

He said that the Muslim 
Brotherhood should have 
consulted with the IAF 
leadership before taking 
this serious decision so as to 
avoid any splits within the 
movement. 

A writer for Al Ra’i said 
that the Muslim 
Brotherhood has taken a 
rash and uncalculated deci- 
sion and expressed hope 
that its leadership will 
reconsider the move 
because of its serious con- 
sequences to the Islamic 
Movement itself, as well as 
the nation. 

Mufid Nahleh said that if 
Che decision to boycott the 
elections was taken on the 
strength of the internal dif- 
ferences or the 
Brotherhood’s adamant 
stand on the government’s 
temporary laws, the public 
should not be deprived of 
opposition to the govern- 
ment and of the voice of the 
IAF regarding these tempo- 
rary laws. 

Expressing hope that the 
decision will be reversed, 
the writer said that boy- 
coning the elections is an 
escape from responsibility 


towards the electorate and 
the public as a whole. 

A writer for Al Ra’i urged 
the public in general and 
Jordanian women in partic- 
ular to register for the com- 
ing elections, stressing that 
democracy is the responsi- 
bility of all membere of the 
community. 

Zuleikha Abu Risheh said 
she noticed with regret the 
indifference among mem- 
bers of the public in the 
1989 and 1993 general elec- 
tions and their failure to 
vote, saying that one should 
not wait for miracles to 
make democracy move 
ahead while the public shies 
away from the polling sta- 
tions. 

The writer said that 
women organisations 
should shoulder their 
responsibilities not only by 
registering and taking part 
in the elections themselves 
but also by encouraging 
their husbands and other 
members of their families to 
follow suit. 

Women, she said, have to 
exercise their role in paving 
the ground For a better, 
democratic future for their 
nation. 

A writer for Al Arab Al 
Yawm criticised the politi- 
cal parties which rejected 
the idea of the Ministry of 
Interior’s scrutinising their 
budgets and financial 
accounts, saying that they 
are bound by the parties law 
to accept such a practice. 

Mohammad Subeihi said 
that according to law. the 
Jordanian parties should not 
be receiving financial back- 
ing from parties abroad and 
it is rather in their own 
interest to submit their 
financial situation to the 
Ministry of Interior in 
order to prove their stand 
and show that they receive 
no external funding. 

The writer said that there 
have been some accusations 
directed against political 
parties concerning their 
financial sources and the 
ministry’s examination of 
these parties’ accounts pre- 
sents 3 golden chance for 
them to prove that all the 
accusations are unfounded 
and groundless. 

A writer for Al Ra’i 
reflected on the recent pub- 
lic opinion poll conducted 
by the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of 
Jordan on tbe performance 
of the Majali government 
during the first 100 days of 
its mandate, 

Fnhed Fanek said that the 
government’s popularity 
seems to have dpetined. 
according to the poll’s 
results, but this should not 


disturb the government 
since experience has shown 
that governments’ populari- 
ty tends to decline because 
the public is normally 
affected by the course of 
events and developments 
and the government's 
response to them. 

The writer referred in par- 
ticular to the figures which 
showed that the public 
trusts the government in 
holding fair and free elec- 
tions, something, said the 
writer, which is causing 
some embarrassment to 
those boycotting the elec- 
tions. 

It was natural to see the 
government lose ground in 
view of its temporary laws, 
like that on press and publi- 
cations, said the writer, 
adding that the results show 
that the centre is unbiased, 
dedicated to exposing the 
right views of the public 
and worth of winning credi- 
bility. 

He said that some people 
who are not happy with the 
results have regrettably 
attacked the centre and lev- 
elled unjust accusations 
against its staff. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
commented on reports that 
some Christian and Muslim 
personalities are preparing 
to submit an application for 
licence to create an Arab 
democratic Christian party 
in Jordan, saying that since 
Jordan gave licence to an 
rslamic party, it is logical to 
give a licence to a Christian 
party. 

Denying the new political 
group the right to create a 
party means applying dou- 
ble-standard policies 
towards political factions in 
Jordan, said Oreib Rintawi. 

He said the problem lies 
with the political parties’ 
law itself, because it failed 
to impose restrictions 
against any group trying to 
set up a political party 
based on religion or reli- 
gious basis. 

Saleh Qallab, a writer for 
Al Arab Al Yawm, tackled 
the question of emigration 
of Christian Arabs to the 
West, and the Untied States 
in particular. 

He said that though there 
are no accurate statistics 
about this migration yet. it 
is appalling, very serious 
and affecting the number of 
Christians especially in 
Iraq, Egypt, Palestine and 
Lebanon. 

The writer said that over 
the past two decades, thou- 
sands of Christian Arabs 
emigrated mainly because 
of economic difficulties and 
for security and political 
reasons. He said that the 


emergence of the strong 
Islamic movement and the 
tendency of some Islamists 
to exercise violence against 
Christians, especially in 
Algeria and Egypt, was 
another cause for such emi- 
gration. 

This emigration is dan- 
gerous since it deprives 
Iraq, Syria, Jordan, 
Palestine, Egypt and 


Lebanon from the pluralism . 
which has for cenruiks- 
helped promote economic 
and cultural life in the Arab 
World and, therefore, the 
Arab governments should 
step in and stop the bleed- 
ing and prevent violence 
directed against Christian 
Arabs who form an lmpor- ' 
tant and integral part of the 
Arab society. 


LETTERS 


Two sides of the story 


To the Editor: 


I WAS very disappointed when 1 read the article “No 
judgement without proof” (Jordan Times, July 7, 
1997). I would tike to make a point to the anonymous 
writer about her experience with her ex-maid. What 
happened to the girls who recently were sent to the 
Philippines is not at all the same case. 

1 am puzzled by tbe writer’s asking Ms. Asfour if she 
fully knew both sides of the story. To my knowledge, it 
was not only Ms. Asfour who knew the full story, so 
was the Philippines embassy. So why not phone the 
embassy and find out about it? If the writer knew how 
much these girls suffered and how long Ms. Asfour 
waited for the consulate to help the girls before she 
became involved, she would thank her for spending 
time and effort to just make things work out. 

And how could she compare her situation to that of 
the two Fiiipinas? If these girls had been happy and 
treated well, they wouldn’t have needed to sneak phone 
calls to the embassy and their sister and they wouldn't 
have thought to leave their employer before finishing 
their contract. These girls could have run away w ben 
the consul requested to see them; instead, they fol- 
lowed the instructions of the staff at the embassy and 
tried to resolve their problems the proper way. These 
girls were patient and strong and tried their best in 
every way, hoping that their employer and the embassy 
would work things out so that they would be released. 

I agree that people are not the same; it is obvious that 
the writer and these girls' employer are not the same 
kind of people. I also agree that sometimes people lie; 
employers are not always honest either. 


MJPAknro, 

Amman. 
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To the Editor: 


INSTEAD OF casting doubts upon my facts, the name- 
less writer of the letter “No judgement without proof" 
only needed to phone the Philippines consulate to have 
my information verified. As in all aspects of life, there 
are good people and there are bad, and this applies to 
employers and domestic workers equally. 

In this particular case, the record speaks for it sen. 
Three domestics ran away from this one household and 
after months of suffering, the two remaining were 
finally released due to pressure from the minister of 
interior. This makes, in just over a year, a total of 
who either escaped or were sent home. Is tins enough 
proof? Does this sound like a happy working environ- 
ment or does this sound like a domestic’s worse night- 
mare? 


Kftrea AsfoOfr 
Anunafl- 
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Sheikh Tofaili — now ‘as much in Man’s best friend 
the cold as Mohtashemi is in Iran’ may turn out to be 

town hall, along with two 

tatty and slightly faded J • J J . ~I ~M 

his Oldest as well 


By Robert Fisk 

BAALBEK, Lebanon — 
Nobody talked about The 
Split. Indeed, the HizboJlah 
in Beirut had carefully 
refrained from any com- 
ment on Sheikh Sobhi 
Tofaili’s ‘‘Revolution of the 
Hungry" in Baalbek. Noth- 
ing was said about Tofaili’s 
decision to dress the Baal- 
bek town hall — the entire 
Ottoman-built serail — in a 
black funeral shroud, the 
material carefully labelled 
with the words ‘The Coffin 
of Lebanese Authority." 

Not a word was passed 
about the young men danc- 
ing through the crowd and 
waving fiat Arabic bread 
on wooden poles. Not a 
mutter about Sheikh 
Tofaili’s call for civil dis- 
obedience. a tax strike by 
the poor of the Bekaa Val- 
ley against the “bloodsuck- 
ing" Lebanese government. 

For it would not do to 
have Sayed Hassan Nasral- 
lah, the secretary general of 
the Hizbollah. criticising 
Sheikh Sobhi Tofaili, the 
former secretary general of 
the Hizbollah ami one of 
the founders of the “Party 
of God." But The Split was 
what the people of Baalbek 
were talking about. July 4, 
along with some very volu- 
ble support for Sheikh 
Tofaili’s campaign against 
poverty. One local busi- 
nessman. attired in a white 
galibiya robe against the 
sun which burned down 
upon the Roman temples 
behind him, put it quite 
bluntly: ‘Tofaili wants to 
make his name again. It's a 
long rime since he was a 
really important guy." 

Long indeed; but not for- 
gotten. For Sheikh Sobhi, 
bespectacled, turbaned and 
sporting some unexpected 




h 








Sheikh Sobhi Tofaili, the former head of Hizbollah, speaking during the Baalbek 
rally 


grey hairs these days, rep- 
resents the unrefonned ver- 
sion of the Hizbollah — 
before the pro-Iranian 
party moved into democra- 
tic politics, became media- 
friendly and adopted the 
habits of Tehran's moder- 
ates. Back iri the bad old 
days — or the good old 
days as Sheikh Sobhi 
would remember them — 
things were simpler. The 
Hizbollah was against 
America, France, Israel, 
the West, all manner of 
smaller Satans and. espe- 
cially. Westerners rash 
enough to go on living in 
Lebanon. Terry Anderson, 
the longest-held American 
hostage, spent a small por- 
tion of his almost seven 
years’ captivity locked up 
-in Sheikh Sobhi !s . Beirut 


office. 

If only Terry could have 
been with us in Baalbek on 
July 4. For there was the 
grand old man of Kidnap- 
ping Inc, playing the role 
of Mahatma Gandhi, 
promising a day of civil 
disobedience, appealing for 
God’s curses to be heaped 
upon the Lebanese govern- 
ment, insisting his people’s 
“march of hunger" would 
be unstoppable, that it 
would breach even “the 
gates of Beirut.” Given the 
fact that scarcely 4,000 
demonstrators turned up to 
support Sheikh Sobhi this 
seemed over-ambitious. 
True, the people of the 
non hem Bekaa have been 
ignored by the money- 
making administration in 
Beirut; in an effort to pre- 


empt the good Sheikh, the 
government last week 
promised a £60 million 
development plan for the 
region — and true, the 
local hospitals and infra- 
structure have been 
allowed ro rot since the 
civil war ended in 1990. 
But to hear Sheikh Sobhi 
demand financial assis- 
tance for the land-owners 
who have been forced to 
give up hashish- farming 
was a bit much. Already 
they are growing potatoes, 
and heavily subsidised 
ones to boot. 

But the yellow Hizbollah 
banners — the shape of a 
Kalashnikov rifle helping 
to spell the word Allah 
(God) — fluttered above 
the crowd in front of the 
black-shrouded Baalbek 


town hall, along with two 
tatty and slightly faded 
Iranian flags. And that, in a 
sense, said it all. For 
Sheikh Sobhi Tofaili was 
the ally of Hojatolislam Ali 
Akbar Mohtashemi, the 
Iranian founding father of 
the Hizbollah, former Iran- 
ian ambassador to Damas- 
cus, former interior minis- 
ter in Tehran. But Tofaili is 
now as much in the cold as 
Mohtashemi is in Iran; die 
leadership of President 
Rafsanjani — and Presi- 
dent-elect Khatami — has 
transformed the Hizbollah 
in Lebanon, its younger 
leadership concentrating 
on politics and resistance to 
Israeli occupation in south- 
ern Lebanon. Relevant 
though Sheikh Sobhi’s 
words may have been to 
the poor of Baalbek, he 
remains a man of the past. 

But if this is a split, it is 
not one in which the 
Hizbollah’s enemies can 
take much comfort. The 
one thing which both 
Tofaili and N as rail ah in 
Beirut have in common is 
their determination to 
destroy Israel’s occupation 
army in southern Lebanon, 
and the Hizbollah is 
increasing its assaults on 
the occupiers with ever 
more effective roadside 
bombs, rocket and mortar 
attacks. Why, on July 4 — 
along with demands for 
free hospitals, free educa- 
tion and dam construction 
— Sheikh Sobhi Tofaili 
was asking for Hizbollah 
guerrillas, along with their 
wounded, to be treated as if 
they were members of the 
Lebanese army. He wanted 
pensions for them. The 
Hizbollah as Dad’s Army. 
It was quite a thought. 

i The -Independent 


Summer’s here, aiid the French government says ‘smile’ 


By Catherine Marciano 

Agence France-Presse 

PARIS — With the summer 
tourist season coming into 
full swing, the French gov- 
ernment is again reminding 
its citizens to do what your 
mother always told you to 
do with house guests — 
smile and be polite. 

Though France remains 
one of the world's top 
tourist destinations, foreign 
visitors still find the French 
arrogant. chauvinistic, 
inhospitable, unreceptive to 
foreign languages and gen- 
erally ornery. In other 
words, they could do better. 

So for the fourth year 
running, the government 
stepped in this week, the 
official start of the big sum- 
mer holidays, to remind its 
citizens to be helpful, 
accommodating and. at the 
very least, say hello. 

The campaign, called 
"bonjour," is directed pri- 
marily at people working in 
the tourist industry. So far. 
it has had more luck in soft- 
ening that legendary Gallic 
obstreperousness that 
another official campaign 


— the one to get Parisians 
to curb their dogs. 

That one failed so miser- 
ably it was finally dropped, 
meaning French sidewalks 
are still hazardous. But 

20,000 participants have 
actually joined the “bon- 
jour" programme so far. 
This involves signing a 
“welcome contract" pledg- 
ing to smile, pay attention 
to cleanliness, limit a 
client’s wailing time, 
cheerfully and efficiently 
answer telephone requests 
and generally help foreign 
visitors get around. 

Signatories get to display 
a small sign on their shop 
of business bearing the 
“bonjour" logo, a testament 
to their commitment to 
courtesy. 

“If professionals set the 
tone, the rest of the country 
will catch on.” said 
Michelle Demessine. 
France’s rop tourist official, 
for whom what really is at 
stake in all this is jobs. A 
friendlier France will “con- 
solidate and develop 
employment.'' she said. 

Ii}. 1996. France kept its 
place as the world's top 


tourist destination with 
61.5 million foreign visi- 
tors. But it has failed to 
increase this number, 
which has stagnated for 
five years. 

Studies indicate that visi- 
tors might be coming in 
droves but for short-term 
stays, meaning France's 
share in the market for long 
stays — the money-makers 
— is declining. 

Last year. France only 
came in third for tourism 
receipts, with $4.7 billion, 
behind the United States in 
first place with $10.8 bil- 
lion and Spain in second 
with $4.8 billion. 

This “stagnation" cannot 
wholly be blamed on the 
French character, analysts 
say. A spate of terrorist 
attacks in recent years, 
damaging strikes, lingering 
resentment over France's 
now-finished nuclear test- 
ing programme in the south 
Pacific and unpredictable 
summer weather, such as 
the cold rain that has bat- 
tered much of the country 
straight through this week, 
have helped. 

The government initially 


planned a huge campaign 
with lots of fanfare and 
posters to get the “bonjour” 
message across — until 
critics questioned whether 
such a public airing of per- 
sonality flaws might dis- 
courage potential visitors. 

So the campaign was 
toned down. A key feature 
is an “in-house” guide for 
professionals to help them 
“know their foreign 
tourists". 

It is chock-full of practi- 
cal tips, from a lexicon of 
useful words in six lan- 
guages ro conversion charts 
and a list of foreign school 
vacation periods. 

But the real bonus are the 
50 or so nationality pages 
that give tips on different 
cultures, their customs and 
how they perceive the 
French. 

It says Americans, for 
instance, like rectangular 
pillow’s (not the square 
French ones.), have loud 
voices, hate organ meats 
and think the French are 
cultivated but a bit suspi- 
cious. 

The British cannot abide 
frog legs, tend to be phleg- 


matic though polite, love 
French food though are 
known for eating the 
cheese after dessert, and 
find the French a bit too 
chatty and disorganised — 
unlike Italians who, the 
guide says, find the French 
well organided and want 
their “kids treated like 
kings." 

Australians like big beds, 
big meals, love the French 
and want Kleenex in their 
rooms, while Swedes are 
shy. rarely shake hands, 
like (wide) twin beds, the 
French countryside and 
Disneyland Paris. 

The Japanese appreciate 
French elegance, savoir- 
vivre and Paris shopping 
but are superstitious and 
like order. Never look a 
Japanese directly in the 
eye, never raise your voice 
to them and remember, 
they hate meals in sauce. 

The other handy item on 
each page is a phonetic 
translation of simple words 
reminding professionals, 
for example, to say "sank 
you veri raeutch” to Anglo- 
phones, before you wish 
them “goud bailie.” 


Circus on tightrope but Russian kids still love it 


IVANOVO. Russia (R) — 
She flies through the air with 
the greatest of ease, but little 
Sveta, the 11 -year-old baby 
of the Marchenko Troupe, 
must work on her act if she is 
to make a career in the hang- 
up Russian circus. 

Sveta wants to perform on 
the trapeze when she out- 
grows her lacy pink froufrou 
and, more importantly, gets 
too heavy for the elder 
Marchenkos to bounce her 
high into the air on the soles 
of their feet in their act's 
finale. 

Lyudmila Marchenko, who 
tuns the troupe with her hus- 
band Oleg, says Sveta has 
been encouraged to learn a 
whole range of other disci- 
plines daring three years on- 
the road. 

These days there are a lot 
of artists competing for jobs 
and there's not much money 
in Russian circus. Yon have to 
be adaptable," Lyudmila said 
backstage after a performance 


in Ivanovo, a depressed 
industrial city northeast of 
Moscow. 

The theatre is one of dozens 
of purpose-built big tops scat- 
tered around Russia by Soviet 
leaders anxious to distract a 
circus-loving nation from the 
dreariness of everyday life. 

Backstage it swanus with a 
menagerie of bears, tigers, 
horses, chickens, a Hama and 
much else. A juggler calmly 
practises in a comer as the 
clowns, puffing fiercely on 
their cigarettes, work out new 
moves on their routine. 

Out front, the band raucous- 
ly accompanies every act, the 
spotlight picks out a slender 
girl turning somersaults on 
the high wire and several 
hundred youngsters, sticky 
buns and-ice cream in hand, 
are having; the time of their 
lives. 

It is a sign of the times, 
however, lhat Sveta has spent 
half her brief career abroad, 
where die skills of the Russ- 


ian circus draw in much big- 
ger-money crowds than the 
500 or so people who paid $2 
each for the midweek show in 
Ivanovo. 

“We played to 80 full hous- 
es in Paris last year. Here peo- 
ple just don’t have the 
money," grumbled Yuri, paus- 
ing lo thump one of his agi- 
tated performing bears. 
"Sometimes l - wonder why 
we bother performing at all 
here. But we're a state troupe. 
We have to work. And at least 
llie animals get to cat." 

Alexei Yudin, director of 
the Ivanovo Circus, one of 43 
owned by the government’s 
Rasgostsirkh (Russian state 
circus) Corporation, says the 
hardest pan is keeping up the 
crumbling structure. 

“It’s hard to keep up the 
building when wc have ro 
keep prices down because the 
city economy is doing badly." 

Ivanovo, once home to the 
Soviet textile industry, lias 
one of the highest unemploy- 


ment rates in the country. 

“People don’t have the 
money to spend on fun.^ 
Yudin said. “It’s a great, 
shame. The circus is the best 
place to have fun." ‘ 

Those people who do still 
manage to come, seem to 
agree. 

“This is the best culture 
Russia has,” said Alla Kuzmi- 
na. treating grandchildren 
Viktoria. 6, and Pavel. 7, to 
distinctly unwholesome look- 
ing candy concoctions in tbe 
interval. 

She remembers coming to 
the romantic old wooden cir- 
cus as a child and now brings 
die youngsters to see every 
touring show in town — 
meaning a trip to the circus 
evety month or two. 

“It’s much better than tele- 
vision.” reckoned Ashot 
Sokhikyan. whose wide-eyed 
four-year-old daughter Zina 
is an avid fan of the animal 
acts and the clowns. 

“People forget what it's like 


but here they remember what 
it means to have atmos- 
phere," said clown Adam, 
with an earnest maturity bely- 
ing his 18 years and the fact 
he makes a living walking 
round with a live chicken on 
his head. 

Few Western children 
would expect to see the circus 
more than once or twice a 
year, but Rosgostsirk ensures 
that its 10.000-odd state- 
employed artists are constant- 
ly touring its venues in Russia 
as well as starring in shows 
abroad. 

“We change the show all 
the time. The idea is to get 
people to come to the circus 
every month," Yudin said. 

Non-afficionados might 
carp that one tightrope walker 
or juggler is much like anoth- 
er. But the real draw tends to 
be the animals “Last month it 
was sea lions," Yudin said. 
“This month, it’s tigers. 
They're generally the main 
attraction." 


By Nicholas Wade 

NEW YORK — Long 
before humans learned to 
sow wheat or build cities, 
when they were simple 
hunters struggling for 
existence in a dangerous 
world, they had a compan- 
ion in adversity. 

A new srudv. based on 
an analysis of genetic 
material, suggests that 
man’s relationship with 
the dog may have begun 
far earlier than the gener- 
ally accepted date of 

14,000 years ago. and that 
the animal may first have 
become domesticated as 
far back as 135,000 years 
ago. 

The study also reports 
that most presem-dav 
breeds of dog carry the 
genetic fingerprints of a 
single lineage of female 
wolf. Domestication was 
so rare an evern, the 
authors suggest it may 
have happened only a 
handful of times in human 
history. 

By exploring the evolu- 
tionary record inscribed in 
the genetic material, the 
study has opened a new 
chapter in the history of 
the dog. one that reaches 
far beyond existing 
archaeological evidence. 
Dogs come in so many 
shapes and sizes that peo- 
ple have long wondered if 
other animals beside the 
wolf figured somewhere 
in the family tree, like the 
jackal or the coyote. “We 
shall probably never be 
able to determine their ori- 
gin with certainty," Dar- 
win lamented. 

To resolve the lingering 
questions about the dog's 
ancestry, and to find the 
ancestral wolf population 
that gave rise to dogs. Car- 
les Vila and Robert 
Wayne, evolutionary biol- 
ogists at the University of 
California at Los Angeles, 
with scientists at other 
universities, collected 
DNA samples from coy- 
otes, jackals and 67 breeds 
of dog, as well as from 27 
wolf populations through- 
out Europe, Asia and 
North America. The team 
reported its findings in a 
recent issue of Science. 

The family tree they 


constructed from 

analysing a certain region 
of DNA showed that coy- 
otes and jackals branch off 
right at the base of the tree 
with no subsequent inter- 
mingling. The wolf, as 
long suspected, is the only 
ancestor of the dog. they 
concluded. 

More surprising was the 
wide genetic variation 
seen among the dogs, sug- 
gesting a far more ancient 
ancestry than supposed 
because of the slow pace 
at which genetic changes 
accumulate. 

Within the wolf line, the 
scientists found, the dogs 
separate into four groups, 
suggesting that the wolf 
was domesticated on at 
most four separate occa- 
sions. or was maybe 
domesticaied just once, 
with back-crossing 

between dogs and wolves 
occurring on three later 
occasions. 

The first and largest of 
these groups includes the 
four breeds of dog consid- 
ered to be the most ancient 
— the dingo, the New 
Guinea singing dog. the 
African basenji and the 
greyhound — as well as 
representatives of many 
other breeds. 

The large group con- 
tained no" genetic finger- 
print that could be 
matched to modem wolf 
populations. Since the 
ancestral wolf population 
has vanished. the 
researchers were unable to 
pinpoint where the main 
domestication occurred. 

The UCLA team was 
surprised to find that sev- 
eral breeds of dogs, 
including Carman shep- 
herds and golden retriev- 
ers, possessed more than 
one of the archetypal 
genetic fingerprints that 
emerged from the analy- 
sis. Mr. Vila explained the 
finding by saying that 
dogs probably were mat- 
ing freely for thousands of 
years before selective 
breeding began. 

"The breeders were 
selecting from a big pool 
of mutts, picking individ- 
uals from a well mixed 
genetic pool,” he said. 

The oldest known dis- 
covery of a dog. from a 


Palaeolithic grave at 
Oberkassel in Germany, is 
a jaw about 14.000 years 
old. So why isn't there 
earlier evidence for does 
in the archaeological 
record? The bones of 
wolves have been found in 
human settlements up lo 

400.000 years old. but 
archaeologists regard 
these as tamed wolves, not 
dogs. 

The UCLA scientists 
suggest that the first 
domesticated dogs resem- 
bled wolves in physical 
form for thousands of 
years and did not acquire a 
dog-like appearance until 
humans started to lead a 
settled existence some 

10.000 to 15.000 years 
ago. and imposed a differ- 
ent way of life on their 
canine associates. 

But that proposal seems 
unlikely to James Serpell. 
an animal behaviourist at 
the University- of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

“I find it hard to imagine 
that a domesticated animal 
would not diverge in 
appearance almost imme- 
diately.” he said, suggest- 
ing 'instead that dogs 
might first have been 
domesticated in some part 
of the world. like South- 
east Asia, where little 
archaeology has been 
done. 

The UCLA team 
analysed a particular 
sLretch of DNA that comes 
not from the chromo- 
somes but from structures 
inside the cell known as 
mitochondria. 

Mitochondria] DNA 
changes comparatively 
quickly, which makes it a 
good tool for separating 
recent genetic lineages 
from one another. But the 
rate of change is not 
always constant, making it 
an erratic kind of clock. 
“All of us who reconstruct 
the history of species are 
really impressed with 
mitochondrial DNA’s 
power but are cautious 
about interpreting it," said 
Stephen O'Brien, an 
expert on population 
genetics at the National 
Cancer Institute in Freder- 
ick, Maryland. 

New York Times 
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Our dlerd, a leadin g consumer product manufacturing comp any, market leader In 
te JWd nf hiriwn InmUp . and haring export aHtaUOc under establishment, 
wa nt * to stnmgitum its argnniwtiotie To parCUpntf In bmaKKifJnjj and d gw tfopfnj 
the organisation, including HHT hnplemcntatUm, ISO assessment and pn^ mlana l 
marketing qfliwta. ./b earin g an research, deaetaproent and proper Implementation, 
the co mp a n y wants to recruit 

MARKETING MANAGER 


JOB Profile , 

The Marketing Manager has the nespansfljiitty 
lor the overall 'operational and tactical objec- 
tives. Her/Hta tasks are among others lo pre- 
pare and update Uie marketing plan, to develop 
tbe orguilsaltaifr local and opart policies and 
procedures and to secure the complete achieve- 
ment of tbe sales objectives as well as the QUAL- 
ITY standards related to cheats, products and 
product development. 


PERSONAL Profile 

The Applicant has 

■ a relevant university degree 

• a post-qualifying education In sain and 
marketing 

• professional expert is e hi modern marketing 
practices, preferably in consumer products 

• at Least 5 yean experience In sales and marke- 
ting ma nag em ent [p r efe r able tnlejnaUonalfyJ 


QUALITY ASSURANCE MANAGER 


JOB Profile 

The QA Manager has the task to monitor and su- 
pervise the Implementation of a TQM program, 
to prepare the organisation lor an ISO 9002 as- 
sessment and to take care of Quality Cheek 
Points being established ah ewer the organisa- 
tion. trading to (he HACCAP. SuppHer assess- 
ment faB part of the responsibility. The QA Man- 
ager will have lo work out the organisation's 
QUAUTY pobdes and secure the Implementa- 


PERSONAL Profile 

The Ideal Applicant has 

• a relevant un iversi ty degree In food technology 

• a pcst-quallfying education in the Total 
Quality Management philosophy 

• at least 3 years work knowtrdg: of the ISO 
9000 system's structure 

• background and experience In the food 
Industry 

■ highly fsfelkemt 


LOGISTICS MANAGER 


JOB Profile PERSONAL Profile 

The Logbtlcs Manager has Lo secure the produc- The Ideal Applicant has 

tfam process is fuDy supplied with aD raw matrri- ■ a relevant theoretical and practical 

ate; and lo achieve ihte in a cost effective man- background in inventory control management 

ner. Tta assess suppliers and lo maintain arie- ■ experience In tunc Liana] procureme n t 

quale stock/ Inventory levels. Furthermore to ■ abilities Ln verbal and written ronununicaUc'C 

work out a manual for the logstlc system ‘Just • practical negotiation -nib 

In Time" and to Implement IL and to contract • work knowled^ of the "Just In Time' system 

row materials and sendees at prices that repre- 
sent the best value to our client in the kmg term. 

COMMON Profiles 

Alt positions d em a n d computer skills and communication abilities to Arabic and English. 

ATTRACTIVE CONDITIONS 

Our client oilers the successful applicants an exciting and challenging job In a company with an in- 
ternational culture. Salary and incentive packages in accordance with the positi o ns' demands and the 
successful Applicants' qualifications. 

Written app fat ron indeatmg die desired position tax 

Human Resources Division, 

CONCEPT for Consultancy , P.O. Box 85 l 568 , Amman 1 1 IS 5 ■ 

l Afloppjfaatfera wflto deaJcwkb fn Oriel confUuKS. OnreSest wdtoafy fee tofbrmed 

^ rtwrtttssppaesMflB upon agsemirt bstww tbs sppBeMK aod pot HUPWee A 
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EU envoy sees time ripe to upgrade 
Jordan’s economy to world standards 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jt<nhm Tima Suiff Reporter 


AMMAN — : Jordan 

must upgrade its econo- 
my to international stan- 
dards in order to bear 
fruit from its partnership 
agreement with the 
European Union (EU). 
according to the Head of 
the Delegation of the 
Commission of the 
European Communities 
in Jordan. Yves Gazzo. 

"If you want to 
upgrade' the economy to 
international standards 
this is the right time to 
do it." Mr. uazzo said 
Wednesday. 

In a lecture organised 
by the Jordan Trade 
Association (JTA). Mr. 
Gazzo reviewed the Jor- 
dan -EU relationship and 
the partnership agree- 
ment both sides *’ ini- 
tialled on the sidelines of 
April's EuavMediter- 
ranean conference in 
Malta. 

Mr. Gazzo ruled out 
that Spain's recent 
blocking of the Jordan- 
EU partnership agree- 
ment would affect its 
signing. 

"I'm sure we will find 
a solution soon." he 
affirmed. 

Earlier this month 
Spain vetoed the p'art- 
nership agreement in 
protest against the size 
of Jordan* 1 s tomato pas te 
quota saying it was too 
huge. 

Mr. Gazzo said the EU 
started to support Jordan 
since both sides signed 
the protocol of coopera- 
tion in 197$ by lendim? 
the Kingdom ECU 25U 
million for infrastruc- 
ture. water and waste 


water treatment projects. 

He said the Elf has 
also adopted the MEDA 
programme which allo- 
cated a budget of Euro- 
pean Currency Units 
(ECUs I 4.6 billion ($5.8 
million) in grants for the 
Mediterranean countries 
for the year 1996-1999. 

Tlie MEDA pro- 
gramme provides assis- 
tance for economic 
reforms in eligible coun- 
tries and encourages bet- 
ter regional and” cross- 
border cooperation. 

Mr. Gazzo recalled 
that the EU and Jordan 
last year signed a finan- 
cial ' agreement under 
which The EU allocated 
ECU 100 million ($128 
million) in support of the 
i s balance of 


Kingdom' 
payments. 

A tranche of 60 million 
ECU has already been 
dispersed, and the sec- 
ond tranche is expected 
to be released soon, said 
Mr. Gazzo. 

The EU will also grant 
Jordan ECU 7 million in 
support of the King- 
dom's efforts to mod- 
ernise the economy Mr. 
Gazzo added. 

"The objective is to 
encourage Jordanian 
exports " to European 
markets.” he said. 

Mr. Gazzo said the 
Medpartinariat confer- 
ence, which will open 
Saturday, will enhance 
the economic coo- 
peartion between Jordan 
and the EU. 

He added that the 
meeting will also 
encourage the establish- 
ment ofjoint Jordanian- 
European ventures and 
thus facilitate access to 
EU markets. 


Euro-Mediterranean 
conference opens today 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Representatives from about 350 European 
and 15 0 Jordanian companies will Saturday gather at 
the Euro -Mediterranean conference to try to enhance 
economic cooperation between countries of the 
Mediterranean region and the EU. 

The three-day conference, which is organised by the 
Jordan Export Development and Commercial Centres 
Corporation (JEDCO) in cooperation with the EU, will 
be geared towards setting up joint Jordanian -European 
ventures and creating a suitable environment for growth 
of small and medium-size enterprises. 

Jordanian officials earlier said the conference, which 
will he held under ibe patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, will help SMEs to cope with 
competition worldwide. 

The meeting, to be attended by representatives from 
22 Israeli companies, will tackle the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean partnership aimed at creating a free trade area by 
the year 2010. 

Participants will also highlight investment and export 
opportunities in Jordan as well as incentives brought 
about by die new set of economic legislation in the 
country. 

A Jordanian official earlier said die meeting Will , 
encourage technology transfer from Europe to Jordan, 
adding that it will also set the ground for an increase in 
trade exchange between the two sides. 

The official hoped that Saturday's meeting will nar- 
row the deficit in the balance of trade between Jordan 
and Europe. 

“The average of our imports from Europe is $800 mil- 
lion annually. The average of our annual exports is 
only $100 million," he said 

The conference will be the fourth event of the Med- 
partinariat after similar gatherings were held in Turkey, 
Morocco and Israel. 

The European Commission has contributed ECU 
466,666 to assist JEDCO in preparing for the major 
economic gathering, according to a statement by the 
Delegation of the Commission of die European Com- 
munities in Jordan. 

The statement said the European Commissioner 
Christos Papoutsis arrived in Amman Friday on a four- 
day official visit in which he will address the inaugural 
ceremony. 


Syria needs to revamp economy 



DAMASCUS (AFP) — A 
Syrian government study 
has called for basic changes 
in the national economy if 
(he country is to meet the 
conditions of economic 
partnership with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). 

The study published in the 


official . Tishrin newspaper 
advised an overhaul of 
Syria's -institutional, invest- 
ment and industrial struc- 
ture " and warned that the 
local manufacturing indus- 
try would be the biggest 
loser in a Euro-Med free 
trade zone because of its 


“poor quality." 

In Barcelona in 1995, 15 
EU stales and 12 countries 
around the Mediterranean 
committed themselves to the 
creation of a free trade zone 
by 2010 and to forging new 
security and political ties. 

The studv said that Svria 
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would also have to reforni_ 
its economy to meet the cri- 
teria of the new World 
Trade Organisation estab- 
lished by GATT, the Gener- 
al Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade. 

Joint EU-Syrian commit- 
tees have already begun 
talks to reduce customs and 
duties gradually by a target 
date of 2010. 

But Syria was one of the 
Arab states that argued 
strongly during a follow-up 
meeting in Malta in April 
that a collapse of the Middle 
East peace process will 
scupper attempts to con- 
struct long-term economic 
tics between Europe and the 
Mediterranean. 
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113.65 

1.3700 

171 5JM 
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DE Mark 
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- 

0.3331 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 
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3.7500 

04770 
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04023 

34725 

153440 

34875 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4124 
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5.2966 

04325 

5.1412 
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4.7848 
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0Z667 
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- 
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04033 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.85 

1J8780 
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- 

9.68 

04017 

9.74 

407049 
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Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.194S 

1.0302 

1.0302 

- 

0.0830 
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42157 

04306 

Kuwait Dinar 

1N85 

Z34Z4 

124069 

14473 

12.04 

- 

12.15 

507642 

04306 

Emirates Dinar 

0wt723 

0.1928 

1.0211 

0.1027 

0D912 

0D823 

- - 

41744 

04224 

Lebanese/1000 

0.65 

04614 

24438 

04457 

2J721 
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24933 

- 

24076 

Egyptian 

0^952 

0^090 

1.1070 

0.1113 

1.0745 

0.0892 

14841 

45249 

- 
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Gold (oz's) 

3185 

320 
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Month 
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Sliver (ox's) 
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5.71 

5.77 
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Platinum [oz's) 

404 

408 


GBP 

6.66 

643 

7.12 

742 

747 

AL (3 Months) 

1568 

1569 


JPY 

046 

045 

048 

0.74 

0.78 

CU (3 Months) 

2272 

2273 


DEM 

3.00 

3.03 

3.09 

3.11 

3.16 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1475 

1477 


FRF 

3-22 
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344 

348 

3.43 

Lead (3 Months 

667 

688 


CHF 
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145- 

148 

141 

145 

Nl (3 Months) 

6870 

6890 


ITL 
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643 

6.68 

655 

6.40 
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788741 

7866.76 
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2.01 

022 

91643 

913.11 

913.78 

London 

FT-SE100 

47874 

29.6 

042 

4600.1 

4765.5 

47674 

Tokyo 
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1987549 

120.71 

0.61 

198924 

19642.9 

197544 
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294446 
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405041 

401746 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 

179.17 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

Cocoa (VI on) 

16 22 

Spot 


GB Sterlling 

1.192* 

1.1988 

Sugar ($/ton) 

324 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0401 

0403 

Wheat (Won) 

1474 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04844 

0A868 

Soya (c/lbs) 

2144 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1188 

0.1194 

Tea (stg/kg) 

128 

Spot 


JP Yen 

04281 

05312 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

04562 

0.356 

Rice (5/ton) 

480 

Spot 


IT Lira 

0411 

04131 


* Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Mild oath 
5 Eve's son 
9 Baltic port 
13 Okay 

15 Defendant's 
declaration 

16 Arabian gulf 

17 Cards 

20 With more suet 

21 Appears 
pleased 

22 Kind of cup 

23 Pump 

24 Cards 

32 Deceive 

33 Trail the field 

34 Ginnie — 

35 Scandinavian 
king 

36 "I van hoe- 
author 

38 Gossip 

39 Depressed 

40 Ornery 

41 Titan 

42 Cards 

46 Loathing 

47 — Baba 

43 Budget amount 
51 Great weight 
56 Cards 

59 List closer 

60 Pupil, perhaps 

61 Drama list 

62 Name in 
electronics 

63 Actress Best 

64 Shut in 
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2 

3 
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6 
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by Richard Thomas 


Puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Angler's hook 

2 Clay pot 

3 Bed board 

4 Swarm 

5 Winding 

6 House wing 

7 Turner 

8 Least lenient 

9 Sword 

10 Fan favorite 

11 “Somme rsby" 
star 

12 Formicary 
residents 

14 Make pallid 

18 Blubber 

19 Be hammy 


23 Dundee dweller 

24 Rebuke 

25 Before cast or 
code 

26 Maestro Seiji 

27 Court official 


29 Polar boat 

30 Seine feeder 

31 Insignificant 

36 Jail term 

37 Oscar winner, 
Nicolas 

38 Racket 

40 Ohio river 

41 Kind of counter 

43 Completely 

44 Arbor 

45 TVA output: 
abbr. 

48 Frozen desserts 



0 1W7 Tribune Medu Services. Inc. 
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49 Alliance letters 

50 Familial group 

52 On the roof 

53 Floor square 


54 Augury 

55 Avian haven 

57 Deity 

58 Marsh 
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ARIES: (March ^ 
April 19) Don’t Z 
involved in a half-brairS 
scheme today orchestra, 
ed by a new acquaint^ 

You should not allow tjJ 

one to make you lose yon, 

temper so that you will 
need to achieve your com- 
posure for die days ahead 
TAURUS: (April 20 io 
May 20) Yon should m 
make any radical changes 
today until you have 
analysed every aspect and 
determined what are the 
likely consequences. Pub- 
lie matters should be han- 
dled during the evening » 
that you can achieve suc- 
cess. 

GEMINI; (May 21 
June 21 ) It is very impor- 
tant that you keep 
promise you have made 
today, even though 
seems rather boring. Be 
patient with your male 
later this evening so dm 
there won’t be any diffi- 
culties with him or her. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) ff yoo 
allow a fellow associate to 
get you dander up today 
you will be in a bad mood 
all day. Be sure to obey all 
regulations which apply 
to you and thereby you 
won’t get into a difficult 
situation with a bigwig. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You may be tempted 
to stan a disagreement at 
your career activities, 
however doing so would 
ruin your reputation. Pay 
particular attention to the 
state of your health, there- 
by you can continue to 
proceed with your duties. ( 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Postpone 
an entertainment today, as 
you have many mare 
important things to take 
care of in the days ahead.. 

Go along with the wishes 
of you make and do what 
ever he or she desires 
which can maintain har 
mony. 

LIBRA: (September 21 
to October 22) Avoid 
being sarcastic to a fellow 
business associate tins 
morning, since you 
need his or her advice at a 
later time. Get together 
with close friends later 
this evening, however, be 
sure to drive with the 
utmost care. 

SCORPIO: (October 25 
to November 21) Think 
twice, then three time' 
today before spending a. 
lot of money on thotf 
things which are 
absolutely necessary. Tbi* 
would be a good eveninr, 
to entertain a group tfj 
close friends as the pet 1 ; 
feci host. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

( November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Be certain of the 
facts and figures for a ne» 
project before you folios 
the advice of an expert- 
Enjoy a favourite hoi*) 
with a close friend the 
evening and thenfy 
everyone can enjoy the 
recreational activities. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
should not allow a secret 
worry to prevent you from 
keeping a promise - 
have made. If your prop 
erty needs repairs, 
them at this time thcreb) 
you will have a pte* 
which is comfortable at* 
beautiful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) A 
acquaintance could was*! 
much of your valuatj L. 
time today if you allow 
Go out on the town 
your close friends 
loved ones and have* 
wonderful time .'-pp. 

in each others company- 
PISCES: (February i ] 
March 20) This raijgW « 
a good time today to .jnS* 
some sightseeing 
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BEIRUT (AJP) — A major Lebanese 
company,- partly owned by the prime 
minister, has decided to allow foreign 
financial institutions and non-Arabs 
10 buy its shares, newspapers reported 
Friday. 

Solidere. the company thai is recon- 
structing war-devastated downtown 
Beirut, will bold a shareholders meet- 
ing in October to formally vote on the 
decision announced Thursday, the 
reports said. 

The decision is expected to pass eas- 
ily. 

So far, ownership in Solidere was 
restricted to Lebanese citizens, other 
Arab nationals and fully Lebanese 
owned companies. 

Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, a bil- 
lionaire businessman, owns 15 per 
cent of the shares worth $150 million 
and is the single-largest stock owner 
in the company. 

The Beirut Times said foreign finan- 
cial institutions had been pushing for 
lifting the restrictions since Soliderc's 


global depositary receipts were listed 
in London in November, trading at a 
substantial premium compared to the 
company’s shares traded on the Beirut 
Stock Exchange. 

However, the Daily Star said lifting 
the restrictions may violate Lebanese 
laws, which bar foreign ownership of 
land. 

The government created the $1 bil- 
lion company in 1994 as a public 
shareholding to attract investment to 
rebuild downtown Beirut, once a 
major battlefield during the 1975-90 
civil war. It either purchased the land 
outright from owners or gave them 
share options in return. 

Local investment banks welcomed 
Thursday’s decision. 

"The company is giving the right 
message to foreign investors ... and 
we need as much foreign investment 
as we can get,” Antony Terzis, a 
senior Lebanon Invest Bank official, 
was quoted as saying by the Times. 



Central Bank negotiating sale of 
its equity in the Housing Bank 


a** HAVING OBTAINED the 
approval of the Council of Ministers 
to sell the stake that the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) holds in the Housing 
Bank, negotiations are currently 
under wav between the CBJ on the 
one hand and both of the Social 


Security Corporation (SSC) and the 
Jordan Investment Corporation (JTC) 
on the other hand to nave the two 


entities, or any of them, buy the CBJ 
shares. 

CBJ Governor Ziad Fariz said that 
the mechanism for selling the 
75 0,000' shares has not been decided 
vet, but he indicated that the decision 
to sell the stake follows the transfor- 
mation of the Housing Bank into a 
commercial bank. It is unlikely, how- 
ever, that foreign investors can buy 
the CBJ shares before the govern- 
ment cancels the 50 per cent owner- 
ship ceiling on foreign investment in 
the banking sector. Foreign investors 
have about 50 per cent stake in the 
bank at present. 

The Housing Bank share is worth 
JD5 at the slock market and the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of all the shares 


owned by the CBJ according to this 
price will be about JD3.75 million. 


price win oe aoour jus ./ z > minion. 
Those proceeds will not be trans- 
ferred to the "Generation Fund” that 
was announced recently as the shares 
belong to the CBJ and not the Min- 
istry of Finance, Minister Suleiman 



Hafez said. 

Meanwhile, demand for shares by 
non-Jordanians wanting to subscribe 
in the doubling of the Housing Bank 
capital has reached 28 million shares, 
three million shares higher than the 
volume on offer. As such, and in 
order to meet the demand for the 
extra three million shares, the best 
solution is to sell part of the 4.5 mil- 
lion shares that the government holds 
in the Housing Bank. 

According to banking sources, the 
Arab Libyan Bank subscribed by 
JD7.5 million. Sheikh Khaled Bin 
Mahfouz from Saudi Arabia sub- 
scribed by another JD7.5 million 
whereas the Kuwaiti Real Estate 
Group took equity worth JD8.5 mil- 
lion. The Kuwaiti group reportedly 
doubled its stake to maintain its 
share at 27.5 per cent of the bank’s 
capital. By attracting these share- 
holders as well as other investors 
from the Gulf region, the Housing 
Bank was able to bring the equiva- 
lent of $198 million in new money to 
the Kingdom. 

Before doubling the capital of the 
Housing Bank Jordanians held 
36.785 per cent of the capital, other 
Arabs held 53.7 per cent and foreign- 
ers 9.515 per cent (A1 Ra’i + A1 
Aswaqk 
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DA JAM Jewellers. Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold • At Amra Forum Hotcl Shops 


Phon j 552' 7 1 18 Also in Brazil ‘ 


I rarely hugged my father. He always 
thought I was trying to get his wallet” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henrt Arnold and MB* ArgWon 


Unsown iblu these four Jumbles, 
one leaf r lu each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


AUPSE 


BARRO 


YURETS 



30 ME PEOPLE 
P O THIS WHEN 
FIGHTING A COUP, l 


KONYED 


Now arrange the drded tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by trio above cartoon. 


Print answer here 


(Answers tomorrow) 


Mloc- POISE BRAIN MINGLE STYMIE 
******* Answer Whal a Ibw*iB can lead 10 - UEN TIMES 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20 x30 cm, 
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riYiV VifeSa 


Shmefsanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


WUat Gut Do You 
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QuAliiy is part of our 
S pecUi Services 


7 oL (962^)8588745 
Fax. (962-6)858876 
P.O.Box: 739 Anm 1118 Jcadn 
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Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbdaH 
to Airport and Back 


.£QSC,’3I h'GCUCeO FC.'Ss c 
5CC c - : is For . A.vpor 1 Sic;' 


667171 ext 223 


For Further Details cafl : 
Airport Branch 08-51 53 1 
AbdaH Branch 653313 



COURTS 


• One & Two Bedrooms • Fully 
.Equipped Kitchenettes* Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rita 


JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 


5;h Circle 

Tel 692672 . Fax 674551 
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SECTION CALL 
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io Sports 


Second ‘Tyson’ lines up 


to fight Holyfield 


DAKAR (R) — An .African Tyson, 
Senegal's top traditional wrestler 
Mohamed Ndao ’Tyson", is keen to 
lake a tilt at World Boxing Association 
heavyweight champion Evander 
Holyfield ‘s crown. 

Mohamed Ndao. an unbeaten colos- 
sus aged 25. has just become Senegal's 
youngest ever champion at its national 
"sporf — a hard-hitting mix of bare- 
knuckle boxing and more orthodox 
wrestling. 

On Wednesday, when “Iron Mike”, 
his more famous name-sake, was 
thrown out of boxing for biting 
Holy field's ears. Africa's “Tyson" 
announced that he was considering 
following his hero into the ring. 

■Tm a big fan of the noble art (of 
boxing) and J wish one day to pursue 
an international career." he told a news 


conference. "My wish is to fight 
against Holyfield.” 

Mohamed* Ndao became the new star 
of Senegalese sport after defeating 
another Titan. Tapha Gueye, Alias the 
Tiger, in a weekend showdown that 
kepi the West African nation on tenter- 
hooks. It was his sixth successive 
championship win. 

Traditional wrestling in Senegal has 
much in common with the Japan's 
national sport of Sumo wrestling, with 
fighters belonging to stables and train- 
ing and living together. Fighters wear 
“magic" charms or Talismen as part of 
their preparations. 

‘Tyson is my idol and contacts are 
currently underway for a possible 
meeting," Senegal’s “Tyson” said of 
his hero. 

He would not comment on the ear- 


biting, but acknowledged: “In sports 
some acts should be banned,” he 
added. 

Senegal’s ‘Tyson”, who enters the 
traditional dirt ring wrapped in the 
American stars and stripes flag, 
weighs in at 110 kg (242 Ibs> and 
stands 1 .92 m (6’3”) tall. 

Mohamed Ndao was the first 
Senegalese wrestler to travel to the 
United States as part of his training 
schedule. 

“Whether you like it or not everyone 
knows that the world roday is 
Americanised. I turn out with the 
American flag to make young people 
interested in wrestling," he said. 

The day after his victory, thousands 
of happy, chanting young Senegalese 
paraded through the streets — with 
American flags. 


Knicks 
sign 1st 
round 
pick 
Thomas 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
New York Knicks on 
Thursday signed universi- 
ty of Minnesota forward 
John Thomas, the team’s 
first- round pick and 25th 
overall selection in the 
June draft. 

The Knicks did not offi- 
cially disclose terms, but 
under the league's collec- 
tive bargaining provisions, 
/lie 25th pick i.s slotted to 
make $1,841 million over 
three seasons. Teams, 
however, are allowed to 
offer 20 per cent above 
that which could push the 
deal to about S2.2 million 
for Thomas. 

Thomas helped lead 
Minnesota to its first-ever 
crip to the final four in 
1997. He averaged 9.0 
points and 6.3 rebounds 
and shot 57.6 per cent 
from the floor in 35 
games. 

“John is an extremely 
hard worker who should 
fit in ten well with our 
team." said Knicks presi- 
dent and general manager 
Ernie Grunleld. “He's a 
rugged player and is 
sound defensive! v." 


Mets overcome Braves; Giants lose 


ATLANTA (R) — Manny 
Alexander's RBI-triple 
scored Carl Everett with the 
go-ahead run in a three-run 
ninth inning as the New 
York Mets rallied for their 
fourth straight win. defeat- 
ing the first-place Atlanta 
Braves 10-7. 

The scrappy Mets over- 
came a 5-3 deficit to lake a 
7-5 lead into the bottom of 
the eighth by scoring four 
times in the top half, but 
reliever Juan Acevedo sur- 
rendered the advantage on a 
home run by Eddie Perez 
and an RBI-double by Keith 
Lockhart. 

New York regained the 
lead against Mike Bielecki 
(3-5) in the ninth. 

Former Braves reliever 
Greg McMiehael (5-6) 
threw one pitch to get out of 
the eighth and notched the 
win. John Franco, who was 
critical of Atlanta manager 
Bobby Cox’s decision to 
bypass him for the All-Star 
Game, struck out the s(dj? in 
the ninth for his 21st save. 

The Mets (49-38) moved 
within 7 1/2 games of the 
defending National League 
champion Braves in the 
East, and remained two 
behind the Florida Marlins 
in the wildcard race. 

“This is the team we're 
trying to chase down.” said 
McMiehael. “All the games 
we win are important. This 
is where they've (the 
Braves) made their money, 
this part of the season." 

“We just play the game 
until it's over." said Mets 
manager Bobby Valentine. 

In Los Angeles. Chan Ho 
Park allowed three hits over 
seven innings and Mike 
Piazza and Tripp Cromer 
homered as the Los Angeles 
Dodgers extended their sea- 
son-high winning streak to 
seven games with a 11-0 
romp over the San 
Francisco Giants. 

The 24- \ ear-old Korean 
(6-5) walked one and struck 


out five in winning for the 
first time in five starts 
against San Francisco. 

“I really wanted to beat 
San Francisco,” Park said. 
“It was very important to 
get the second half off to a 
good start.” 

“He was hitting his spots 
and making his pitches," 
added Piazza. “That shows 
that he's learning to pitch.” 

The Dodgers moved to 
within five games of the 
first-place Giants in the 
West. 

At Florida, the Marlins 
ruined a late rally bv the 
Philadelphia Phillies with a 
run in the last of the ninth to 
take an 8-7 victory. 

Pinch-hitter Alex Arias's 
soft liner to left-centre with 
one out in the ninth scored 
Bobby Bonilla for the 
game- winner. 

Arias, who is 7-for-l 2 as a 
pinch-hitter this season, 
looped a 2-1 pitch into shal- 
low left-centre as Florida 
brc>ke a three-game losing 
streak. 

“You've got to be patient 
in that situation,” said Arias. 
“I went up there looking for 
a fastball I can handle. I was 
not going to swing at a 
breaking pitch,” 

Philadelphia had tied the 
game in the ninth with two 
runs against closer Robb 
Nen. who blew his sixth 
save in 30 opportunities. 
The Phils had drawn within 
striking range with three 
runs in the eighth as they 
overcame a 7-2 deficit. 

“I commend these guys 
for their effort.*' said 
Phillies manager Terry 
Francona. “We were down, 
but put ourselves in the 
position to win. We were 
one hit away. We're learn- 
ing. and sometimes that's 
hard." 

Philadelphia (24-62) owns 
the worst record in the 
majors and have lost 21 of 
its last 23 games. 

In Pittsburgh. Darryl Kile 
pitched a six-hitter for his 


third shutout of the season 
and Craig Biggio went 4- 
for-4 with three RBI as the 
Houston Astros blanked the 
Pirates 7-0. 

Kile 1 11-3) walked two 
and struck out seven. 

It was Biggio’s 16th 
career four-hit game and 
helped move the Astros into 
a first-place tie with the 
Pirates in the National 
League Central. 

Jason Schmidt (4-5), com- 
ing off consecutive com- 
plete games, was tagged for 
seven runs and nine hits in 
four-plus innings. He had 
allowed seven runs in his 
previous four ouiiDgs com- 
bined. 

In Chicago. Gary Gaetti 
capped a 4-for-4. thre e-RBI 
day with a homer in the 
ninth, his second of the 
game, to lift the St. Louis 
Cardinals to a 3-2 victory 
over the Chicago Cubs. 

AlairBenes (8^7) allowed 
two juns and five hits over 
eight innings to earn the win 
as the Cardinals snapped a 
four-game losing streak. He 
walked five and struck out 
six. 

Dennis Eckersley pitched 
a hitless ninth for his 19th 
save. 

Gaetti had an RBI single 
in the first inning and a solo 
homer in the third before 
blasting the game-winning 
homer in the ninth off 
reliever Turk Wendell (2-4). 

“Gaetti gets paid to hit 
and [ get paid to pitch.” 
Wendell said. “He won the 
battle, hitting my slider for 
a homer." 

At Colorado. Ken 
Caminiti hit a pair of three- 
run homers and drove in six 
runs as the San Diego 
Padres handed the Colorado 
Rockies their seventh 
straight loss. 1 1 -5. 

Caminiti homered in the 
first to stake the Padres to a 
3-0 lead and added his 
eighth homer in the fourth 
as San Diego opened an S-3 
advantage. 



New York Yankees new starting pitcher Hideki Irabu from Japan, is seen here in a triple exposure as he throws^ 
ing the fifth inning of his Major League debat against the Detroit Tigers at New York’s Yankee Stadium. Irabu>* 
the last month pitching in the Yankees’ minor league system, making six starts before joining the Yankees. 5 
went six and 2/3 innings, allowing two runs on six hits while striking out nine and walking four fReuters pho* 


Irabu lives up to billing 
as Yanks crush Tigers 10-3 
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NEW YORK (R) — Hideki 
Irabu delivered on 

Thursday, thrilling a Yankee 
stadium crowd of more than 
50.000 by using his impres- 
sive repertoire to hold down 
the Tigers for 6 2/3 innings 
as New York routed Detroit 
10-3. 

Irabu, making his long- 
awaited Major League 

debut gave up two runs and 
five hits with four walks and 
nine strikeouts before leav- 
ing to a standing ovation in 
the seventh. Fans coaxed 
him out for a curtain call 
and he doffed his cap on the 
dugout steps of baseball’s 
most famous ball park. 

“This is my first experi- 
ence to pitch in front of a 
crowd like this and it was 
good." Irabu said through 
an interpreter. “The experi- 
ence was more than I ever 
dreamed about. I felt I had 
to accommodate (the fans') 
expectations.” 

Irabu struck out four of 
the first six batters he faced. 
He ran into trouble in the 
third, walking Curtis Pride 
and issuing singles to Raul 
Casanova and Deivi Cruz as 
the Tigers took a 1 -0 lead. 

Irabu. 28. struck out the 
side in the fourth and gave 
up another run in the fifth, 
but he retired the last six 
hiners he faced and threw 
61 of 9S pitches for strikes. 

“Irabu wav confident to 
throw any of his pitches for 
strikes." manager Joe Torre 
said. “You just have to look 
forward to next time he 
pilches. He's wearing our 
uniform and he's part of the 


team. 

Derek Jeter bad four hits 
and three runs scored, and 
Tino Martinez contributed a 
three-run homer, his 29th. 
for the winners, who scored 
four runs in the third, and 
three more in both the fifth 
and sixth innings. 

“We got him some runs 
and it made him relax.” 
Martinez said of Irabu. “He 
showed a lot of composure 
and maturity." 

In Boston, the Red Sox 
‘walked’ to victory over the 
Toronto Blue Jays as Nomar 
Garciaparra drew a bases- 
loaded walk with two outs 
in the bottom of the 1 1th to 
force in the winning run in 
an 8-7 victory. 

Mike Stanley drew a walk 
against Mike Timlin to start 
the 1 1th and moved to sec- 
ond on Troy O’leary’s sacri- 
fice. One out later Darren 
Bragg was intentionally 
walked. Jesus Tavarez 
walked to load the bases 
and Garciaparra walked on 
five pitches, forcing in 
Stanley with the winning 
run. 

Timlin, who gave up an 
RBI-single to Mo Vaughn in 
the bottom of the 10th that 
re-tied it 7-7. blew his 
fourth save of the season. 
Timlin (2-1 ) had not 
allowed a run in his previ- 
ous six outings. 

“I take responsibility for 
this loss.” Timlin said. “1 
threw some close balls, but 
you’re not going to gel ihe 
balls that are just off the 
plate if you're not throwing 
strikes consistently." 


In Seattle, Joey Cora had 
four hits and capped a 
seven-mn fifth inning with 
a three-run homer and Jay 
Buhner added three hits and 
two RBI as the Seattle 
Mariners continued their 
raastery over the Texas 
Rangers with a 1 2-9 victory. 

Alex Rodriguez went 4- 
for-5 and Dan Wilson added 
three hits and two R8I for 
the West-leading Mariners 
(50-38). who have won six 
of seven meetings with the 
Rangers this year and are 
35-8 against them over the 
last four seasons. 

Jamie Moyer (9-2) won 
his fifth straight. Norm 
Charlton struck out Will 
Clark with two runners on 
in the ninth for his 13th 
save. Juan Gonzalez hit a 
three-run homer and drove 
in five for Texas, who fell 
six games behind Seattle. 

In Kansas City. Ray 
Durham homered. doubled, 
singled, scored a career- 
high four runs and added 
three RBI to lead the 
Chicago White Sox to a 6-3 
victory over the Kansas 
City, spoiling Tony Muser’s 
first game as Royals manag- 
er. 

Frank Thomas added two 
hits and also knocked in 


three runs for the i w 
Sox. who posted 
fourth straight win. 

Jaime Navarro . (7-7) 
allowed three runs in fiw 
innings to post the _win. 
Roberta Hernandez got (he 
final three outs, striking out 
Tom Goodwin with two 
men on for his 21st save. ‘ 

At Minnesota. Brad 
Radke allowed two runs 
over seven innings to win 
his seventh straight start as 
the Minnesota Twins 
defeated the Cleveland 
Indians 8-2. 

Ai Oakland. Allen Watson 
threw six strong innings and 
Jim Edmonds drove in ihree 
runs as the Anaheim Ancek 
maintained their domina- 
tion of the Oakland 
Athletics with an 8-4 victo- 
ry. 

Watson (8-5) tied a career 
high with eight strikeout, 
retiring 15 of 16 bancis into 
the sixth inning after giving 
up a run in the first. The 
left-hander tired in the sev- 
enth. giving up back-to- 
back homers to Jason 
Giambi and Scott Spierio 
before giving way to reliev- 
er Rich Delucia. 

Edmonds. Jack Howell, 
and Giad Kreuter homered 
for the Angels. 
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Two Boors Of A Villa For Rent 

Located at Dahiat Al Rasheed - near Out Patient Clinics ol AI 
Hussein Medical City - surrounded by villas. First floor 205 sq.m. 
with decorations, consists ot 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 
2 salons, modem kitchen, centra! heating, garden and garage. To 
be rented furnished or unfurnished. Ground floor 180 sq.m, with 
decorations, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, modern 
kitchen, 2 salons, garden, independent entrance. Unfurnished. 
Please call Tel. 5528574 - Amman. 


FANCY ROOF FOR RENT 

Marble floor 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large 
kitchen. 400 sq.m terrace. Located at Swcifiyeh. 

FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, marble floor, area 
180 sq.m. Located at Sweifiyeh. 

For more details please call Tel. 861841 



(3) bedrooms, (2) bathrooms , 
Bring & diningroom £ kitchen 
Roof area t ( 290 sgm ). 

Rati price : 9000 JJ) 

For more infonnetion coil : 

1079-27941 ^Mobile phone. 
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For more information please call 
ATLAS TRAVEL 
Tel. 624262 - 637586 £ 654046 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 



TOO MUCH PRESSURE 
Both vulnerable. Eol -1 deals. 
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Opening lead: King uf i 


When sunn-unc mentions 
■iqucr.-.c. you picture a defender 
with hordes of lush cards having to 

disgorge 

declarer 
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gram 

going to bo prejs 
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fici.-il and strong, and West's jump 
was preemptive. Wc might have 
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North had no reason fw mnCdcnrc 
when East elected to double few 
diamond.-.. 

West led the king m" «pjrif s J n, ‘ 
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Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR LIAR 


Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA 

i 


Leslie Nielsen ... in 

DRACULA DEAD 
& LOVING IT 

Shows: U:30. 3:30, 6:15 

GONE WITH 
THE WIND 

Show: 8:30 p.m. only 


TEL699238 

PLAZA 


y" CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 


Tom Cruise... in 


JERRY MAGUIRE 


Shows: 12:30.3:30, 
6:15. 8:30, 10:30 - 


V 




CONCORD "1* 

Harrison Ford & Brad Pitt... in 

DEVIL’S OWN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD *2' 

Michael Jordan. ..m 

SPACEJAM 

J\ Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


2Ta2)iX & Hisham's 

TEL: 625155 
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The satirical play 

AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 P-M. 
The Eheaire is closed every T 'aB&P- 
For reservations call 625 15S 
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Riders of the Tour de France pass through a field of sunflowers daring the 215.5km 
sixth stage of the cycling race between Le Blanc and Mare ones, July II. France’s 
Cedric Vasseur is the curcnt yellaw-jersery holder (Reuters photo) 





France's yellow jersey holder Cedric Vasseur (R) leads the pack with his Australian 
teamma te Stuart O’ Grady (L) during the 2155km sixth stage of the Tour de France 
cycling race between Le Blanc and Marames, July 11 (Reuters photo) 


China sets sixth world 
weightlifting record 


BEUING (R) — China set 
its sixth world record in 
three days when Chen 
Xiaomin snatched 107.5 kg 
in the women’s 64 kg divi- 
sion at the Asian 
Weightlifting Champi- 
onships, the Xinhua news 
agency said on Friday. 

Chen smashed the previ- 
ous world snatch record of 
106 kg set by China’s Li 
Hongyun in May last year 
and won all three categories 
in the division on Thursday. 
Xinhua said. 

After breaking the record, 
the 20-year-old Chen lifted 
1275 kg in the clean and 
jerk to total 235 kg, it said. 

Chinese weightlifters 
have set six world records 
in the first three days of the 


championships in China’s 
southeastern city of 
Yangzhou, it said. 

China’s Yang Xia set two 
world records on Wednes- 
day when she snatched 93.5 
kg and totalled 207.5 kg in 
the women's 54 kg division 
while Liu Xiuhua set a 
clean and jerk world record 
for the women’s 54 kg class 
with a lift of 1 155 kg. 

Earlier, China's Wan Jian- 
hui broke the snatch world 
record, snatching 163 kg at 
his third attempt, and won 
all three gold medals in die 
men’s 70 kg category. 

China’s Xing Fen broke 
the clean and jerk world 
mark with a lift of 1055 kg 
in the women’s 46 kg divi- 
sion on Tuesday. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Germans offer cash to medallists 


BONN (R) — German competitors bidding for gold at 
next year's winter Olympics will have the extra incentive 
of a 30,000 mark ($17,000) cash bonus, the German 
Sports Federation (DSB) said on Thursday. Athletes who 
clinch a silver medal at the games, to held in Nagano in 
Japan, will receive 20,000 marks ($11500). Bronze 
medallist*: will get 15.000 marks ($8,500) from the Insti- 
tute of German Sport Aid. Aimin Baumert, a DSB direc- 
tor, said between 1 30 and 1 50 athletes wonld make up the 
German team at the Olympics which take place next Feb- 
ruary. 

Pierce doubtful for Fed Cup semi 


NICE, France (R) — France's top women’s player Mary 
Pierce is doubtful for the Fed Cup world group semifinal 
tie against Belgium this weekend. Pierce, ranked ninth in 
the world, is suffering the same pains in her arm which 
troubled her at Wimbledon. “We’re following Mary's 
development on a daily basis,” French team captain Yan- 
nick Noah said on Thursday. A final decision will be 
ronHe shortly before the draw. Noah gave his team an even 
chance of beating the Belgians, who sprang a surprise 
with a 5-0 rout of Spain in the first round in March. 
“Between the two reams 1 think it’s 50-50. And that’s not 
just a way of bundlin g the pressure to say that. I really 
think it will be a balanced match,” said Noah, also 
France’s Davis Cup men's team captain. 
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Middlesbrough 
accept bid for 
Ravanelli 


LONDON (R) — Relegat- 
ed Middlesbrough have 
accepted a bid from anoth- 
er &ig!ish club for Italian 
striker Fabrizio Ravanelli. 

The North-Eastern 
Club’s telephone service 
for fans said on Thursday 
that Middlesbrough had 
agreed to allow the club, 
which was not identified! to 
talk to Ravanelli about a 
transfer. 

One report said the fee 
involved would be between 
seven and nine million 
pounds ($11.7 to $15.1 
million). 

“Middlesbrough have 
confirmed that they have 
accepted a bid from an 
unnamed club and have 
given the club permission 
to speak with Fabrizio 
Ravanelli to allow them to 
agree personal terms,” the 
service said. 

The Italian striker, who 
has three years to run on 
his contract, had been 
expected to leave ever 
since Middlesbrough were 
relegated from the Premier 
League at the end of last 
season. He had been linked 
with Liverpool. 

On Tuesday, Middles- 
brough sold Brazilian mid- 
fielder Juninho to Atletico 
Madrid for 12 million 
pounds ($20.2 million). 


8th Pan- Arab Games open tonight 

Organisers refuse Jordan’s protest of basketball draw 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 8th Pan- 
Arab Gaines open in 
Beirut Saturday evening 
with athletes from 19 
countries taking part in the 
Largest gathering of Arab 
youth since the event was 
last held in Syria in 1992. 

Only Somalia and the 
Comoros Islands will not 
be taking part and the 
organising committee Fri- 
day announced that Iraqi 
athletes would miss the 
Games in light of a threat 
from Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, the biggest spon- 
sors of the event, to boy- 
cott the Games if Iraq took 
part (see story on page 1). 

Jordan's soccer, basket- 
ball, athletics, fencing, 
boxing, and weightlifting 
teams in addition to med- 
ical and press officials left 
Amman Friday to take 
part in the opening cere- 
mony and then start their 
respective competitions. 

The rest of the delega- 
tion will leave later on, 
with each team arriving in 
Beirut one day prior to its 
event and leaving follow- 
ing the end of their respec- 
tive competitions in order 
to cut down on cost of par- 
ticipation. 

The Kingdom’s 187- 
strong delegation in the 
two-week long event 
includes 94 men and 33 
women athletes competing 
in 14 of the 20 events. The 
delegation also includes 
27 officials, 20 coaches 
and 13 referees. 


Twenty events have been 
set for the Games exclud- 
ing kick-boxing, handball, 
gymnastics, body-build- 
ing. hockey, diving and 
water polo for technical 
and financial reasons. 

Jordan dropped partici- 
pation in cycling, tennis 
and volleyball, and the 
entry form now includes 
participation in athletics, 
basketball, karate, swim- 
ming, taekwondo, table 
tennis, boxing, equestrian, 
fencing, soccer, 

weightlifting, judo, 

freestyle and Greco- 
Roman wrestling and 
shooting. Other events at 
the Games include golf 
and yachting. 

As the countdown began 
for the competition, the 
Jordan Basketball Federa- 
tion (JBF) received a neg- 
ative response from 
Lebanese officials to a 
protest letter demanding a 
repeat of the basketball 
draw which was held 
Monday. 

Officials said Jordan's 
representative had not 
lodged a formal protest at 
the time of the draw and 
an oral one would not be 
accepted now. 

According to competi- 
tion rules, if 9 teams are 
taking pan they should be 
divided into three groups 
with the titleholders 
(Syria) atop one group, the 
runner up (Jordan) in 
another and the hosts 
(Lebanon) in the third. 

However. Lebanese offi- 
cials divided the compet- 
ing teams into two groups 







■ r\ 


The logo of the 8th Pan- 
Arab Games 



The official mascot 

in clear violation of the 
competition regulations. 

The JBF had said they 
would reconsider their 
participation in both the 
men's and women's 
events, however, the head 
of the Kingdom's delega- 
tion Sari Hamdan said Jor- 
dan would not pull out of 
any event since that is no 
longer the affair of respec- 
tive federations but a deci- 
sion that rested with the 
Jordan Olympic Commit- 


tee f JOC) and the Ministry 
of Youth. 

Basketball is scheduled 
to be the only team sport 
Jordan's women will take 
pan in. Individual sports 
are athletics, swimming, 
taekwondo, equestrian and 
table tennis. 

Prior to his departure to 
Lebanon. Jordan’s Minis- 
ter of Youth and Sports 
Qassem Abu Ein said ath- 
letes winning gold medals 
would receive JD500, sil- 
ver medals JD300. and 
bronze medals JD200. 

Team sports will receive 
JD3000, JD2000 and 

JD1000 respectively. 

The minimum criteria 
for participation as set by 
the JOC’s technical com- 
mittee includes attaining 
at least a halfway standing 
in addition to passing a 
mandatory medical test in 
order to rule out any possi- 
ble injury. 

The Games will include 
random drug-testing for 
the first time in the event's 
hisio/y and reports said 
300 samples would be 
taken during the two-week 
long Games in which 3000 
athletes will be compet- 
ing. 

Random samples will be 
taken daily from athletes 
in different sports regard- 
less of their results in 
competitions. Test results 
will be sent to the French 
laboratories of the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC). 

Athletes testing positive 
will have their results 
automatically scrapped 


and will later be suspend- 
ed according to 

international rules. 

No such tests bad been 
done in Arab countries so 
far because of the high 
cost of about $220 per test 
and the unavailability of 
such labs in the develop- 
ing countries. 

Jordan has received pre- 
liminary approval to host 
the 9ib Pan-Arab Games 
in 1999 and the Jordanian 
sports officials announced 
their full support of the 
event noting the impor- 
tance of taking part in the 
Games which have only 
been held seven times 
since 1953. 

Jordan bad finished 9th 
overall in the last Pan- 
Arab Games with 1 gold, 6 
silver and 6 bronze 
medals. 

Hosts Syria topped the 
medals table with 48 
points, 31 silver, 37 
bronze followed by Egypt 
and Algeria. 

The event was due to be 
held last year but was 
postponed after the Israeli 
bombardment of southern 
Lebanon. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 
1953, Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
1965, Damascus 1976. 
Morocco 1985 and Dam- 
ascus 1992. 


Hakkinen 
leads after 
free practice 

SILVERS TONE ( A P) — 
Mika Hakkinen. in his fifth 
Formula One season and 
still looking for his first 
victory, clocked the quick- 
est time in Friday’s free 
practice sessions for Sun- 
day’s British Grand Prix. 

Haklanen, driving for 
McLaren Mercedes, 
clocked J minute 22.935 
seconds with Jacques Vil- 
leneuve in a Williams- 
Renault in second in 
1:23.266. 

Villeneuve’s teammate at 
Williams — Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen — was third with 
a time of 1 :23.327 followed 
by Johnny Herbert in a 
Sauber petronas in 
1:23581 and Jean Alesi of 
Benetton in 1:23.785. 

Michael Schumacher, the 
points leader this season 
after eight races and the 
winner of the last two 
Grand Prix races, bad the 
seventh fastest time of 
1:24.132. 

Defending world champi- 
on Damon Hill driving for 
Arrows- Yamaha, who has 
finished only two of eight 
races this season, was 20th 
of 22 cars in 1:26.810. 

Hill and team owner Tom 



Arrows formula one driver Damon Hill (L) and his 
team manager Tom Walldnshaw speak to reporters at 
Sflverstone(Reoters photo) 

Walkinshaw have been at 
odds recently over the car’s 
performance with hill 
blaming an under-powered 
engine and Walkinshaw 
blaming Hill for being 
unmotivated. 

Hill has hinted he will 
leave the team if a new 
engine isn’t forthcoming. 


Graf goes down to 5th 
in latest WTA rankings 


MIAMI (AFP) — Women’s world rankings published 
by world governing body WTA following the conclu- 
sion of the Wimbledon championships: 


1. Martina Hingis (Swi) 

2. Jana Novotna (Cze) 

3. Monica Seles (USA) 

4. Iva Majoli (Cro) 

5. Steffi Graf (Ger) 

6. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 

7. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 

8. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 

9. Alike Huber (Ger) 

10. Mary Pierce (Fra) 

1 1 . Conchita Martinez (Spa) 

12. Irina Spirlea (Rom) 

13. Mary Joe Fernandez (USA) 

14. Brenda Schultz (Ned) 

Po (USA) 


us (Aut) 


15. Kimberl 

16. Barbara 

17. Ruxandra Dragomir (Rom) 

18. Karina Habsudova (Svk) 

19. Sabine Appelmans (Bel) 

20. Sandrine Testud (Fra) 


5778 Pts 
3555 
3181 
3165 
2680 
2545 
2437 
2436 
2256 
2201 * 
2100 
1871 
1708 
1579 
1577 
1442 
1421 
1405 
1325 
1148 





CROWW HOTEL 


SWIM & DANCE 

to the Disco Sound of Stallions & the mega mix DJ 
>(Ghassan Abu Mariam) 

(Crown Hotel’s 



Swimming Pool 

on Sunday July 

14.00hrs - 19.00hrs 
Entrance: couples only, price:5.50QJD per person 
Tel: 758180 



If the thought of running your own business appeals to you, then 
consider the possibility of running your own operation with 
internationally proven products, training and full technical and 
administrative support. Outstanding financial rewards can be 
achieved. 


Mondial is an independent offshore brokerage operating in Europe, 
the Middle East, the Far East, Africa, and Latin America. We are part 
of a large financial Group which provides specialised financial 
planning to expatriates and non-residents. A combination of 
technical expertise and marketing flair has enabled Mondial in just 
seven years to become the leading force in the international 
financial services industry. 

We value experience and maturity and are looking for people aged 
25-50 with an impressive track record, keen to become a self 
employed Offshore Financial Advisor in Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and are able to join us now. 

Qualifications: 

— University degree in Business Administration, Finance, 

Marketing or related disciplines. 

— Experience in Banking, Finance, Marketing etc. 

If you can match our requirements please send full personal 
details to: 
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CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
government will not allow 
female cnrcumdsioa in hospi- 
tals despite a court ruling 
which declared a ban on the 
practice null and void. Health 
Minister Ismail SaUam said in 
remarks published on Friday. 

Mr. Sallam, quoted in the 
government newspaper AJ 
Akhbar. said his ministr y was 
challenging the ruling in a 
higher court, die Supreme 
Administrative Court 

A lower court, championing 
the radical Islamist cause 
against the gove rn ment, said 
in June that the minister did 
not have the authority to ban 
the ancient practice by decree. 

Human rights and fe minist 
groups deplored the tiding, 
Saying it gave doctors the 
green tight to continue female 
circumcision, also known as 


female genital mutilation 
because of the severe and dan- 
gerous forms it often takes. 

Some Islamists say the prac- 
tice is Mimic, though tire 
operation is rarely performed 
outside African countries and 
many Muslims dispute the 
textual authority for iL 

A1 Akhbar said. Mr. Sallam 
told a conference in die city of 
Alexandria: “The derision to 
ban female arcumcisioti was a 
sound decision, in line with the 
proper concept of religion. 
Linking female rircumcision. 
with Islam is arr insult to the 
religion.” 

“He said that the ministry 
was challenging the verdict in 
the Supreme Administrative 
Court and that he would not 
allow the operation to be per- 
formed in hospitals,” the paper 
added. 


.. . In previous cases where the 
government has lost law suits, 
it has reserved the right to 
ignore the oouit rilling until the 
case. completes. all stages of 


Children look at a mural on a wall on the Lower Ormeau Road, South Belfast Thursday, expressing 
Nationalist anger following a parade by Orange men along the Garvaghy Road. Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland Mo Mowlan is caricatured at right, blind folded and washing her hands, while the fig- 
ure ai left in uniform is a reference to the Royal Ulster Constabulary (AFP photo) 


Netanyahu wages ‘phony’ political war 


Spanish politician 
kidnapped by sepi 


formed on pre-pube&St g^s. 
the doctor or barber aits off 
pact or all. of the clitoris and 
other genitalia. Sometimes 
they sew die vaginal opening 
or even- the. labia togetbea: 
Side-effects include haemor- 
rhage, shock and sexual dys- 
function; . * 

Women’s rigbte activists 
estimate around 6,000 girls a 
day across the worid undrago 
female ■ rircumriaon. 
According to a gov ernment 
study perforated .ember .tins 
year, 97 per cent of 14,779; 
Cyprian women pofledihad 
been circumcised. - 


believed 


IFLAViV IAFP» — Israeii 
P.irnr Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has taken to 
papeiiiig over the crevasses 
iri hi* warring coalition by 
Luiunuiding troublesome 
:.i:ni'L-jr^ with short, intense 
and meaningless phone cults, 
a net*, s report said Friday. 

llic Yediol Aharonot news- 
l?u|vr said that during the 
i .*Le:u three- week govem- 
'it reshuffle crisis, while 
si. Nelieiyaf.u juggled job 
flier-, in a hid to satisfy com- 
peting factions, he hit on a 
. 1 : trade cure to his problems. 

"Netanyahu has a patented 
ta.j- for ministerial anger. 
Bs i:.b.bd them witli tele- 
pi 5o.hr calls. Each cail creates 
greater expectation . that pre- 
\ cut UjI explosion at least 
until die next call." said the 

paper 

In ’siitieular. the paper said. 


the premier used this bam- 
boozling tactic with National 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who was demanding 
the finance minister's job and 
involvement iu the peace 
process. 

Quoting deep-throat 
sources, the paper cited three 
calls in one day while the 
political crisis was raging. 
Mr. Netanyahu uses Mr. 
Sharon's nickname Arik: 

— “.Arik. 1 want to consult 
with you." 

— *‘I am at your service, 
prime minister.” 

— “Are you on a cordless 
or corded telephone? 

— “I am cm a cordless 
phone.” 

— ‘That is not good. When 
will you be on a conJed 
phone?" 

— “In two hours ” 

— *TH catch vou then.” 


Two hours later the crisis 
has worsened, and Mr. 
Netanyahu calls Mr. Sharon. 

— “Arik, can we talk now ? 

— “Go ahead.” 

— "Are you on a cordless 
or corded phone?” 

— “Corded.” 

— (Embarrassed) “Yes. but 
now 1 am on a cordless." 

— "Hmmjiim." 

— “All right then, let's talk 
later when 1 am on a corded 
phone.” 

Two hours later, the crisis is 
now at its peak. Mr. 
Netanyahu phones Mr. 
Sharon and greets him like a 
long lost brother 

— “Arik. hi! How is it 
going’?" 

— (Coldly) “Notiiing new” 

— “Are you on a cordless, 
or corded phone? 

— ‘Gorded.” 

— “So am L Very good. 


Who is NATO’s enemy? 


By I .amis Andoni 
in Boston 

J TIL SIDE NT BILL 

Clinton's success in secur- 
ing European support to 
expand the North Atlantic 
I roisty Organisation (NATO) 
to include the Czech 
Republic. Poland and 
I I angary was \iewed here a> 
a major American diplomatic 
• i.I-m). Yet the question that 
remains ambiguous, based 
?«:i ihj little debate on the 


i *vi:c. 

is who is NATO 


9 

With 

llic exception nf \cn 

ll-A 

• •:n:nunl:itL4.v. like 

UmiL'I 

Shore of National 

r'ublic 

Radio. ni'i'i 


.:‘l psliticians ;aid 

..n..IvM 

« tin pot raise or 

,T 

question regard 

Ill 

.■ t..reet of NATO 

Willi.. :s 

* Saflire. a fonnor 

'll vj 

jc of the cold wiir. is 

r>n.' >.{ 

the few who biiintlv 


Lite- ih-J the e.xpan-.jon i-. 
Jm.-J at deterring “a icsur 
gi.ni j .'1 Russia" as a super 
p-iwvei In his column in the 
\"e\v Y.irk Tunes, Mr 
Si.f'iic. a former official in 
die Richard Nixon ndminis 
it.-.lf* > 11 . argued that Russia 
remain-. a threat to the West. 

" I lie essential reason For 
bringing the formerly captive 
i.ali ms nf Eastern Europe 

:!.c -uceesslul military 
.ilii-i..-.- i- tu deter any future 
a.. ••. „■ hit . Europe by a resur 
Ml Ru-mu. ' he wiotc. 

'.\i -.. i-. die strategic 

.imiu.i: in prevent such a 
appearing. An 
■ ■! easy expansion 
worth a tonne of 
t?.!!i!< iiM'Min tomniomiw. 

down but far ft on: 
> r "v.::!* tt» literate pnpula 
I,.-., . .■ i ;J unlimited sources, 
i. Lir-iiil’ilicd by commu 
iiisiii. :t will regain its super- 
power ‘lauis k «">n.” Mr. 
Saffire. uwaily a critic of 
,Y1r. C !..'.tti f ! s policies, said. 

Bu! the administration 
itself d' -es nol piotnijie the 
same jure - at least not 
explicit/ h. hi- muIjiijcul-. 
Mr. (. :.a; I:.; 1 ’ to u-oue 

Russia a"i..l lire in' we i» si* •! 
aimed againrt it and so Far 
the administration hits been 


careful not to mention any of 
the former Soviet republics 
as potential candidates for 
NATO membership. 

In the American media, so 
far, most of the defenders of 
NATO expansion have been 
the old cold-warriors who 
either want to ensure the U.S. 
sole superpower status or 
still see communism lurking 
in eveiy comer. Yom Novak, 
a former broadcaster for the 
CIA-backed anti-communist 
radio, Europe, put forward 
another theory. "This is the 
begining of these countries' 
reintegration into the 
Western spirit." Mr. Nova)., 
who fled Poland after World 
War 11. said in defence of 
NATO expansion 

Mr. Nutak's thinking 
reflects the old c« ’Id- war- 
riors' sell. hi] that argued that 
Western values arc exclu- 
sively compatible with capi- 
talism. According to hi-, 
school of thought. Russia 
.jid some Eastern European 
countries are not yet free 
from the old guard former 
communist bureaucrats. 

Consequently , an expan- 
sion of NATO is. front thi - 
view point, crucial for 
defeating "the old guard." 
and stem the comm uni-. I 
influence forever. 

Some Congress members 
and politician-., mainly in the 
liberal c;unp. ex pro-' strong 
reservation-, that NATO 
expansion, and the implied 
anti-Russian lone, could be 
counterpn.xiik'tive to efforts 
to integrate Russia in die 

U.S. -led Western system. 

I "hey argue that Russia, and 
all those left out- ide. will feel 
threatened and imirnkLiti* 
hy (he move 

Thus the srrnnce'; argu- 
ment against NATO cxpcji- 
sion so far Has been that i!?e 
resulting p- -livisation of 
Europe could del vat one ot 
the most of the isiip-’r.jm 
goals for the move — ensur- 
ing the continent s stability. 

"tnlaigvihcii- may un.icr- 
1 1 line the very- -veuriiy and 
stubilii;- tiicy p 

wrote Protc.-'.H Alim 
Rubcnstein. Irom the 
University nf Pennsylvenin. 


in the journal “Problem of 
Post-communism.” He 
argued that die move will 
repolarise Europe and alien- 
ate Russia." Moscow may 
question its commitment in 
nuclear down sizing and 
cooperation. 

The administration, how- 
ever, does not define the pre- 
sumed enemy leaving the 
question open. "... Could y«»u 
please tell us who is tire 
enemy' 1 ” asked the respected 
Shore in a recent commen- 
tary. Sliore was also frustrat- 
ed at the lack of a serious 
debate, in the mainstream 
media and the Washington 
establishment, about who is 
ihe enemy that NATO i* sup- 
posed to counter. 

Instead, the debate ilia; 
exists louses on question- 
regarding die financial ana 
military cost of the expan- 
sion to The U.S. The 
Congress estimates the 
expansion ui cost S19 billion 
in tile next fifteen yeans. Hie 
.--Jminrsut.iion estimates the 
cost at SO per cent less. 

Some members of the 
Congress and the Senate are 
; Jvj wary of die ciiliiar. 
commitment that is entailed 
in NATO ex pan-ion. "Is it a 
commilnient of blood anti 
money?" is one question th..: 
is being raivfti in some p> dii - 
iwl circles who are wary ■'! a 
i'ulurv L T .S. enUinglemeia in 
ei inflicts in Europe. 

The administration Inrx- 
wer. has repeatedly rigacd 
dial NATO expansion w 
the necessary stt-p m pr.-i-.-n; 
„nd preempt further coni li-.i- 
in Europe - a point il. it 
i:t question by «.ppi>n. -, v - • ! 
the move who fear :m -i . 
i:istab‘!ily in die conii.v.ii, 

Mr. Clinton htr- a.i:p!c 
to cor.vi.uc tile Sltj'j tii..: 
a ill pr-t vturt direu 1 .. i!lv 
iruuly ur.ijrJment m 2! etc!;, 
next year. He rived- 
li'.irda hr the xote Tor a i.iidi- 
Cation — which he is v.twi- 
cd to vet uni vs i the pv.’.lic- 
tioiis -;■*.■ a? a dv!.r:i>!a;ai;i »»! 

i." f.a.'Mfc. ir.i.'i' :!ie 
rcsuLtiuu i.vlarL?atiui.. pi<>-c 
to Iv Irtie earlter Lhan e.xpvvt- 
ed. as vsme anaivsts caution. 


Listen, I think we should sit 
down and talk. I think the 
thing I want you about is not 
for the telephone." 

The paper says that after 
each call tire news bulletins, 
after judicious briefing by the 
premier's aides, report that 
Mr. Netanyahu consulted 
with Mr. Sharon on “diplo- 
matic affairs." 

It concludes that not only 
has Mr. Netanyahu kept Mr. 
Sharon, nicknamed The 
Bulldozer, at bay for 24 hows 
but be has also convinced the 
public that frantic diplomatic 
discussions are Iq. progress. 

Mr. Netanyahu's relation- 
ship with Mr. Sharon reached 
new lows this week after die’ 
premier snatched the finance 
job from him at the last 
minute and ga\c it to a dose 
friend. 


MADRID (R) — Spam has 
said a town councillor in the 
Basque region has disap- 
peared and is assumed to 
have been kidnapped by ETA 
Basque separatists who have 
threatened to kill him in 48 
hows. 

A caller saying he was from 
ETA told a director at Basque 
radio Egm, ETA’s usual 
mouthpiece, that Miguel 
Angel Blanco would be 
kilted if the government (fid 
not move Basque prisoners 
nearer to their homeland. Mr. 
Blanco is a member of 
Spain's ruling Popular Patty. 

“We can confixm' that 
Miguel Angel Blanco has 
disappeared,” Interior 
Minister Jaime Mayor Oreja 
told a news conference 
Thursday after meeting 
Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar. 

“We find ourselves faced 
with duress, a threat and 


blackmail, although tins is 
not a simple challenge to the 
government, but a challenge 
to society” he said. 

Mr. Blanco, a town coun- 
cillor in Emma, was last seen 
just after 3 pan. Thursday 
leaving his braise to catch a 
train for work in the nearby 
town ofEibar; Mr. Oreja said. 

Shortly afterwards, - Egin 
received die call 

‘There was a call by the 
terrorist band ETA to Egin 

m mmimicating the kidnap nf 

Mr. Blanco and saying if the 
government doesn't move all 
(be ETA prisoners closer to 
the Basque region before 
Saturday at 4 pjn. They will 
assassinate him,” Interior 
Ministry spokesman 

Cayetano Gonzalez said. 

ETA (Basque Homeland 
arid Freedom) has been push- 
ing ihe Popular Party govern- 
ment to move imprisoned 
members to jails in the 


Basque region. Under a long- 
standing pohcy, they are scat- 
tered around foe country.- 

A • Popular-- . Party 
spokesman, .Angel Acebes, 
said the government would 
stand firoi oh its policy. 
. toward foe separatist guerrib 
- las . and woukL^not bend to 
their demands.; - 
. “Once more . fo$ . Popular 
Patty reiterates that in ETA’s 
actions of blackmail and ter- 
ror there musUbe no distinc J 
tions in the' way we treat dif- 
ferent victims” he told' a 
dews conference. 

The kidnapping poured 
cold water on the euphoria 
that followed the freeing of 
two ETA hostages last week. 

“In ihe. last few days we 
have shared moments of true 
happiness arid today regret- 
tably we must share moments 
of anxiety for the .life of 
Miguel Angel.” Mr. Oreja 
said. 
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American 
Antilles flight 
lands for an aspirin- 

. DETROIT (R) An 

American Airlines flight made 
an unsebedofed stop in Detroit 
after a passenger said she 
neoJedah aspfirfri so badly she 
could kill someone. After the 
plane landed, police took the 
passenger, a 29-year-old 
California woman, into cus- 
tody for questioning byagfirits 
.fixntL the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Pligjhi 2074 had 
taken off from Chicago on its 
way to Newark, NJ^ when 
the woman said, “Boy, have l 
got a headache. I need an 
aspirin before I kill someone.” 
It was unclear to whom the 
woman made foe comment, 
but it was quickly relayed to 
foe pilot, who notified Detroit 
anjpfot officials. Police were 
dispatched - to - escort the 
woman off foe plane. “The 
airiine took it very seriously” 

Snacks for the 
love-hungry — ■ 
chips to whet your 
sexual appetite 

OSLXD (AFP) — 1 Fra the love- 
hinigiy needs a 

littie ptck^neriq). a medical 
professor in Norway has 
developed fried chips that 
. tncrcEe sexuai rtesire and are 
guaranteed to make you a 
“wild beast In the bedroom.” 
“Yes, it . works, I. swear,” 
Magne- Osnes told the 
Norwegian daily DagWadet, 
adding he has a Norwegian 
patent on : foe product that 
works for both men and 
women. “Everybody that has 
eaten them has been over- 
joyed,” be said. The Os lo 
University professor said it 
takes a few hours for the chips 
— which look and taste like 
traditional ; potato chips, but 
are made of cleansed bull tes- 
ticles which, have beeq dried, 
salted and fried to take 
effect “They -contain various 
anti-oxidants, minerals and B 
and E vitamins.. B vitamins 
especially affect our ability to 
enjoy and sense things,” he 

said. 

Sarah Netanyahu’s 
cx-husband faces 
judicial gag 


TI.L AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli.qourt on Friday moved 
to stop foe ex-husband of fust 
lud> Sard) Netanyahu cashing 
in on fodr faded, marriage 
will i a kiss-and-tedl menioir. A 
on 

Ncubogor fixwn “publishing 
any document or recording of 
his cx-wife which could dam- 
age her image other privacy," 
suid judkisd . sources. 
.Niijfoeijec told d» press 
dirtier this Week that he was 
planning to go ahead and pub- 
Ifsh hfs book about life with 
Benjamin N^anyahu’s wife 
in lla- 19S0s using five video 
cumcIIcs recorded as ttenqry 
.ami n 'l.Vpage tetter written by 
Sonili to his parents as their 
i mi rouge crambfed. He said 
[*■ was publishing the. materi- 
al because he was furious at 
[recusations by Sarah that he 
feul recorded bra in secret. 
“Whai foe world knows now 
iv just foe tip of the iceberg,” 
Ncubeiggr warned. 


M iss Canada stripped 
of crown after assault 
conviction 

ST.': JOHN'S "(AFP) — 
Danielle House, elected Miss 
CatuiUa last year, was stripped 
t»Tlvf title after being convict- 
ed of; . assaulting another 
u unrai in a bar, pageant 
organisers said Thursday. The 
dircctur of the pageant, Sylvia 
Sturt., said she asked House. 
21 1. In give back her crown fol- 
Uiviiue. her conviction in a 

Ncujoundtmd court 

Wciti vsday. The role of Miss 
taiiada “is not only to be 
hcuirtifttr ^bot “to be'anexam- 
to -yoodg peojfc." The 
Ho^ a «»-year 
xuv|xaidtfd.' .sentence for 


friend’s hew female com- 
puuion October 18. The d«i- 
sn *n to dethraie House comes 
•illy a rinsfo ahead of foe 
hum. pageant to find her suc- 
ivssor on Almost 11. 
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